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Tur SPEAKER took the Chair at
480 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS,

PETITION—RAILWAY TRAFFIC BILL.

ADVANCE COPY OF BILL, HOW OBTAINED-

Mr. C. HARPER (Beverley) pre-
sented a Petition from Mr. Charles de
Bels Brounlie, receiver and ma of
the undertakings, assets, ate., of the
Midlund Railway Compa.ny, and the
representative of the debenture holders,
against the Railway Traffic Bill, pray-
ing that the petitioner be permltted to
be represented by counsel at the Bar of
the House in opposition to the second
reading.

Petition received and read.

Mze. HARPER farther moved that the
petition be printed.

Mz. 8. C. PIGOTT (West Kimber-
ley): I would like to ask if it has been
the ordinary custom in Western Aus-
tralia for Bills to be distributed amongst
the public before they are placed before
this House. This is the firat case of the
kind that has ever cropped up to my
knowledge, and I think it is a practice
that should not be indulged in. I hope
we shall have a few words from the
Premier on the subject.

Tae PREMIER (Hon.
James) :
for Beverley (Mr. Harper) if he would
be good enough, between now and the

Walter
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I meant to ask the member .

date that he proposes for the considera- .

tion of this prayer, to make inquiries
from those gentlemen and see where they
. got a copy of the Bill from. No copies
have been issued by authority of the
Government ; and if this company has
gome back-door influence by which it is
able to obtain copies of Bills not koown

outside the Treasury bench, it would .

be very useful to kmow what influence

Midland Railway.

they have in this conuection, I should
like to say at once that there has been no
authority for the company to have any
draft Bill or proposed Bill; and if they
have obtained it at all, it has been by
irregular means.

Ms. HARPER: So fur as I am con-
cerned, I have not a notion as to how the
petitioner got a copy. I think, however,
that the responsibility rests on the Gov-
ernment Printer. [ donot think it guite
the thing for the Premier to ask me to
take the blame,

Tae PrEMIER: Ascertain from your
petitioner how he got a copy of the Bill,

Mzr. HARPER: 1 do not think that
concerns the prayer. If the prayer be
granted, we can ask the petitioner or his
representative at the Bar of the House.

Tae Premier: The petition is pre-
mature, until the Bill has been introduced.

M=. Praorr: Will the Premiern, now
give a gromise to make inquiry into the
matter?

Tre Premier: Undoubtedly I shall
make inguiry.

TeE SPEaRER: [ cannot think how
the Bill could have been procured by
these persons, unless it was done privy
to the Government Printer,

Tre Premies: The petition really is
irrelavant, because there is no Bill before
the House. The Bill has not been seen.

Mg. Harper: Notice has been given
of it.

Tee Premier: Yes.

Tre SpeagEr: I think it is rather
premature, il the Bill has not been pre-
sented to the House.

Tee CrLerx: It has been read a first
time.

Tae SeeakEr: Then it is before the
House.

Mgz. Havpee: The petition alleges
that the Bill has been read a first time.

Tre Peemier : Copies of the Bill have

not been circulated.

Tae Speaxer: Technically, the Bill
is in the possession of the House.

Me. Harrer: May 1 move that the
prayer of the petition be taken into con-
sideration on Tuesday next?

Trae Speaxer: It appears to me that
unless the Bill is in the hands of mem-
bers by Tuesday next, the House cannot
possibly consider the petition.

Me. Harper: The matter could be
postponed, then,
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Tee Speaker: It could be post-
poned ; yes. The question now before
the House is that the petition be printed.

Question puk and passed.

Me. HARPER : T give notice of
motion, “ That the prayer of the petition
be taken into consideration on the second
reading of the Bill.”

QUESTION—LIQUOR LICENSE,
BOULDER.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Attorney
(Greneral: 1, Whether it is a fact that a
license has been granted for a huilding at
Boulder City, which containg four bed.
rooms, two parlours and one bar, with
only 18 feet frontage to Burt street. 2z,
If so, whether the Minister considers that
a license should be granted for a building
of this description in a populous centre.

Tuee ATTORNEY GENEBAL re-
plied : 1, The building contains the accom-
modation mentioned, and has a frontage
of 18 feet, though the land frontage is
66 feet. 2, It is very much to be re-
gretted that a license was granted for
such a totally inadequate building.

QUESTION—RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
MIDLAND JUNCTION,

Me. JACOBY, for Mr. Atkins, asked
the Minister for Works: 1, How long
the Midland Workshops have been in
construction, 2, What have been the
reasons for the delay in their completion,
in view of the apparently urgent need for
this work,

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES re-
plied: 1, Active operations were com-
menced in connection with the Midland
Junction Workshops in January, 1901,
any work carried out prior to that date
bemg of & very preliminary and inter-
mittent nature. 2, The delays in com-
pletion are attributed to the following
causes :—(a.) The appointment by Par-
liament of a Select Committee, which
sat from September to December, 1901,
to inquire into and report es to the
scheme and designs to be adopted. (b.)
Contingent on {g) the delay in ihe pre-
paration of designs and the forwarding
of indents for ironwork to England. (c.)
Delay in receiving structural and other
ironwork from England. The work is
now being pushed forward.
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' LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Hreram, leave of
absence for one fortmight granted to the
member for Geraldton (Mr. Hutchinson},
on the ground of illness; on motion by
Mr. Quinvtaw, leave for one fortnight
granted to the member for Moore (Dr,
M. O’'Connor), on the ground of urgent
private business; on meotion by Mr,
TroMAS, leave for one fortnight granted
to the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), on the ground of urgent
private business; and on motions by Mr.
Jacopy, leave of absence for one fort.
night granted to the member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Doherty), and the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Moran), on the
ground of urgent private business.

PROVIDENT SOCIETIES BILL,

Introduced by the PremieE, and read
a first time.

INQUIRY—AUDIT MATTERS.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Walter James)
moved—

That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into and report upon the matter which
is referred to in paragraph 4 of the Report of
the Auditor General, dated the 20th instant,
and formed the subject of a porsonal explana-
tion in this House by the Honourable the
Colonial Treasurer on the 22nd instant.

He said: Members will no doubt recol-
lect that the Auditor General, in his
report made to the House on the 20th
July last, referred to a personal interview
which he alleged had taken place between
himselfand the Treasurer with two public
servants, The report sets forth certain
language which the Auditor General
alleged had been used by the Tremsurer,
and which, in the Auditor General's
opinion, amounted to contempt. of his
office. Personally, I consider it open to
gerions question whether the Auditor
General has any right whatever to address
the House, save within the limits defined
by the Audit Act of 1891. Directly he
travels outside the limits of that Act, he
occupies no stronger position than does
any other public servant. However, when
the report was laid on the table of the
House, the Treasurer made a personal
explanation in relation to the paragraph I
particnlarly refer to, and he controverted
the statements made by the Auditor
, General. I communicated with the
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Auditor General, and pointed out that as
there was a conflict between what he had
reported to the House and what had been
said by the Treasurer, I should be glad,
if he so desired, to have a select com-
mittee appointed, so that an inquiry
might be instituted to ascertain the
actval facts of this matter. He fell in
with the suggestion, and I accordingly
gave notice of this motion. T think i}
desirable that this matter should be in-
quired into. Any officer who has a right
to present reports to Parliament has a
very valuable privilege; but it is a privi-
lege which should be exercised with due
sense of responsibility, because the reports
are placed on the table of the House, cir-
culated throughout the State and in
other Btates also, and get into the Press;
and nuless very great careis taken, injury
may be done to people who have no right
to reply, or who, even if they have a right
to reply, are not able to circulate their
reply as widely as the report itself cir-
culates. Personally T hope that in the
unew Audit Act provision will e made
that, whenever a complaint is lodged
against any Minister for a violation of
the Audit Act, the Minister will have an
opportunity of placing his explanation
before the House at the same time and
as part of the report, so that instead of
only one side of the case being first
represented, both sides may come before
the House simultaneously, and not only
before the House but before every
person who reads the report. I propose
to ask this committee, if the House agrees
to its appointment, to inquire into and
report on the matters referred to in para-
graph 4, that being the paragraph in which
the Auditor General complaing of certain
language. I do not propose to discuss
the question whether, even assuming that
language was used, this House desires or
expects a report from the Auditor General
in relation to such a matter. However
desirable it may be to place him in a
position where he has strong powers, I
very much question whether any of us
desires to see these powers used for the
purpose of exercising, through Parlia-
ment, a sort of correcting or supervising
influence over the language of any par-
ticular Minister, or even over the whole
Ministry. However, I am moving for
this select committea because I think it
ouly just to the Auditor General, in view
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of his statement and its contradiction by
the Treasurer, that an inquiry should be
held so that the House may ascertain the
exact facts.

Me. JACOBY (Swan): When T first
read this motion on the Notice Paper, I
thought it would give the House an
opportunity of adding certain instructions
to the committes which would enable an
inquiry to be made into the Auditor
(#eneral’s Department—an inquiry which,
in view of past events, and particularly
of the work of the Royal Commission on
the Public Service, i¢ evidently much
needed. But I notice this is u matter
which concerns only the Auditor General's
report so far as 1t refers to a particular
interview between him and Lhe Treasurer;
and therefore I wish distinetly to draw
attention to the need for removing the
grave doubts now existing in our minds
as to the conduct of this department. I
believe the Government have asked the
auditor of the Federal Government, who
is now in the State, to make some inquiries
into this department; but I understand
that these inquiries are to be made only
with regard to matters of business between
the Auditor General’s Department and the
Treasurer. The Governmentare, of course,
unable to go any farther in that particular
direction ; aud in iy opinien it becomes
the duty of Parliament to take some
other course, and try to seize the oppor-
tunity which presents itself of having
a thorough inquiry made into this de-
partment, now that we have in the State
an officer 8o capable of muaking that
inquiry, I therefore do not consider
that we should ask the Government to
take any active steps in promoting such
inquiry. The responsibility is not upon
the shoulders of the Government, but
upon Parliament; and I therefore hope
that some steps will be taken, before
many more sittings of this House are
held, to pass a resvlution in favour of such
inquiry, and to send on that resclution
to the Upper House, asking for their con-
currence, I hope that as a result we shall
have a thoroughly impartial and efficient
inquiry into the conduct of this depart.
ment, and shall see whether we are being
well or badly served. 1 wention the
matter now because T should like some
expression of opinion from members of
the House, and from the Premier himself,
as 10 what is the best course to pursue.
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Me. Hormes: For what are we pay-
ing the Royal Commission P I'

Me. JACOBY : I do not know whether |
the Commission are in a position to give
us an adequate report on this subject.

Me. HoLmEs: They should be.

Mz, JACOBY:  But in any case I
should like to submit that we now have
a gentleman in this State who is, I think,
far more competent to report upon a
special department of the character of
the Auditor General’s than are the Royal
Commission. And I think the oppor-
tunity should therefore be taken to avail
ourselves of that officer’s services while he
is here.

Mer. F. ILLINGWORTH (Cue): I
am at a loss to understand this motion,
which bas been placed before the House
by the Premier. Apparenily the select
committee are to consider the guestion of
certain remarks which bave passed, or
are alleged to have passed, between an
officer of this State—an officer of Parlia-
ment, I admit—and the State Treasurer.
I bave no wmemory of such a committee
being appointed in history. 1 cannot
understand how the Premier cun propose
that the House should be asked to
appoint a committee to sit in judgment
upon o Minister of this State. That
seems to me a proceeding which is alto-
gether out of place and entirely uncalled
for; and considerable difficulty and
friction will arise if this course is to be
pursued in such cases. Officers of this
State have their proper means of redress,
and the House haa heard the Treasurer's
explanation as to the interview. I venture
to suggest that an outrage—I can call it
nothing but an outrage—has been com.
mitted in this House, by which a private
interview bas been published in the Press
by the Auditor General; and language
has been put in print that ought never to
have passed out of the original room in
which it wag uttered, if it were uttered at
all. And now to ask this House to
appoint a select committee to inguire into
an altercation, or an alleged altercation,
between the Auditor General and the
Treasurer of this State, is carrying things
to a pitch that I cannot understand. T
hope the House will utterly reject this
motion. We have seen the report of the
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Auditor General, and heard the explana-
tion of the Treasurer. If this House is
not satisfied with o Minister of the ,
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Crown, its duty is plain and simple: let
it move a vote of want of confidence in
the Ministry. But to appoint a select
committee to consider any act of any
Minister is to¢ me something entirely
novel and entirely out of place. I hope
the House will reject the motion. Of
course, in cages of this kind we are apt to
follow Ministers almost blindly; but I
hope members will think carefully of
what they are doing when they appoint
such a select committee, else in future
days any official may point to thia case
and call for any difficulty between
himself and his Minister to be investi-
gated by a select committee of the Honse.
It is a very grave mistake that the motion
should be proposed, and a still more
grave mistake if the cominittee is
appointed ; therefore I strongly urge
wembers to reject the motion proposed
by the Premier.

Mkr. 8. C. PIGOTT (West Kimberley) :
I think members will agree that the
Auditor General acted in a very un-
gentlemanly way, and that he took
advantage of the privileges of his office.
There is much to be said in favour of the
view put forward by the member for Cue;
but I think, and I hope I am speaking
for all members at any rate on the
Opposition side, that we should be glad
if the Premier withdrew the motion.
Still, I on my part am content, to leave
the matter entirely in the hands of the
Premier, and I give him my assurance
that members on this (Opposition) side of
the House are entirely eatisfied with the
explanation that has been offered, and I
may also state that members on the
Opposition side of the House really con-
gider that the matter ought not to be
gone into any farther.

Mr. R. HASTIE (Kavwowna): I do
not think the view expressed by the
member for Cue is really the controlling
view. In this case the hon. member
seems to fear that if a select committee
be appointed now, it will act 28 a pre-
cedent and will be taken advantage of by
other officers; but I would remind the
bon. member that the Auditor General is
a direct officer of Parliament and not sub-'
ject to Ministerial control, while all olher
officers are under particular Ministers
who are responsible for their conduct.
The Auditor General i directly appointed
by Parliament, and we may say he is also
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a check on Ministers: that being so,
Parliament is now called on to decide
whether it will answer hig report or not,
and if so, in what particular terms. The
leader of the Opposition has apparently
mede up his mind what the answer
should be; but many of us are
not exactly in the same position; besides
if we wish {0 have this incident seftled,
it is better to go to some trouble and
give the Auditor General every opportu-
nity to prove he was in the correct posi-
tion. That can be done by a select com-
mittee, and a select committee only. Wa
are not going outside our functions by
appointing this committee, and until the
committee is appointed, there are many
people in the State who may have some
doubt as to whether this report has been
treated correctly. I strongly urge the
House to appoint a committee, and if it
is appointed and the case is as repre-
sented by the member for Cue aund the
member for West Kimberley, there is no
doubt the incident will be finished in a
manner satisfactory to themselves or
what they may think best.

Me. C. HARPER (Beverley): There
are one or two phases of “this question I
would like wembers to consider. It
appears there is a dispute between a
Minister of the Crown and a servant of
Parlisment who is independent of a
Minister. If the course suggested by the
member for Cue be followed, the position
will remain strained hetween the Minister
and this officer of Parliament ; and to get
over that difficulty it appears to be
forcing on the Minister the only other
course openm, to remove by a vote of
Parliament the Auditor General. The
Government have either to let the matter
remain an open sore or take that course.
The Premier proposes a middle course,
to ask the House to appoint a select com-
mittee to go into the circumstances of the
case and settle the matter in that way.
I do not know if I am correct in saying
that, but it appears to me the course
suggested by the member for Cue will
wot get over the difficulty. Surely this
is a case that should he seftled by a
decision of the House.

Mr. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): I
certainly object to the personal applica-
tion of the Premier’s motion. I for one
am perfectly satisfied, and was perfectly
satisfied at the time of the explanation
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given by the Treasurer. I do not want
to see a select committee appointed only
to inquire into paragraph 4 of the special
report which deals with a personal
question ; therefore in order to test the
feeling of the House, I move—

That in the second line of the motion the
words “ matter which is referred to in pars-
graph of ” be excised.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Walter James):
I would like o point out to members--
of course paragraph 5 follows upon para-
graph 4—that in paragraph 3 there is no
controversy: the Minister himself admits
there was u breach of the Audit Act. I
may be allowed to explain how the posi-
tion strikes me. The Auditor General
being & servant of Parliament has a right
to make reports to Parliament, and he
makes a report on questions of fact.

Me. InLivaworte : On audit.

Tee PREMIER: On facts relating to
audit. I agree with the interjection
entirely. I think this paragraph itself
ought not to be in the report; it is
outside the subject of the report at all;
but if an officer of Parliament makes a
charge in relation to a mewmber which
that member flatly contradicts, there is
evidently a misapprehension on one side
or the other. Here we have that dispute
and that contradiction on the records of
the Houwse. Certain statements have
been made. There is a report of the
Auditor General that certain facts exist.
‘Where there is controversy on that point, -
are we to allow that report or a%portion
of the report to remain as a record ?

Mr. ILLiNneworTH : Strike it out when
we consider the Auditor General’s report.

Teg PREMIER.: All we can do is to
have it put right. Of courze we can
strike it out if it is found to be incorrect ;
but certainly we should not be doing
justice to the Anditor General in accepting
the statement of any one Minister or
private member who contradicts the
Auditor General. For that reason we
should have an inquiry, for we may not
bave heard from the Aunditor General all
the facts of the case. 'We have heard the
personal explanation of the Treasurer,
and we should, in fairness to the Auditor
General, give him an opportunity of
going into the whole matier. If the
select committee reports that the state-
ment ig inaccurate, I am cettain in that
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case it would be found there was a mis-
apprehension. I am quite confident that
the Auditor General 1s the last man in
the State to deliberately maké a false
statement. He, I amn certain, would be
the first to join with us in saying that the
paragraph should be expunged and he
will loyally accept the finding of the
select committee, as the Treasurer will.
That will entirely remove the difficulty.
I hope the House will agree to the
appointment of the select committes. I
have seen the Auditor General and have
consulted him ns to the personnel of the
committee, so that it shall not be said it
was & party committee. I want to be
fair to him. because it i an important
matter, important to Parliament that we
should insist that whenever a public
servant or an individual has the right to
mazke a report, that he should keep within
the four corners of that report and be
careful in what he says.

Mr. A. E. THOMAS: After the ex-
planation of the Premier, 1 would like to
withdraw my amendment. I agree with
the leader of the Opposition that we can,
with safety, leave the matter in the
Premier’s hands. I thought to simplify
matters and bring us together, and that
the amendment would remove the per-
gonal portion of the motion.

THE S8PEARER: The umendment is not
before the House, not having been
seconded.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and a committee ap-
pointed comprising Mr. Harper, Mr.
Purkies, Mr. Quinlen, Mr. Taylor, also
Mr. James as mover; with power to call
for persons and papers, and to sit on days
on which the House stands adjourned;
to report this day fortnight.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SIXTH DAY OF DEPRATE.

Resumned from the previous day.

Mz. J. B. HOLMAN (North Mur-
chisgon): In making a few remarks on
the Address-in-Reply, T intend to deal
mainly with the Speech of his Excellency.
In the first place, one of the most striking
paragraphs we see is this: “ The recent
movement in the mother country towards
securing closer trade relations between
the various parts of the Empire has been
welcomed in this State with feelings of
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warm sympathy and sincere hopes for its
ultimate success.” Had that read that
there bad beem a movement brought
about or an attempt to give preference
of employment to the peuple of the
Eunglish-apeaking race, it would, I think,
have been received with far greater
satisfaction than this statement, which
was made by a few representing the
Goverpment. I heve travelled over a
great part of the country, and have never
heard ore expression of pleasure at those
remarks, or at the thought that we were
going to have closer trade relations with
the old country. My own opinion is
that the idea of closer trade relations
with the old country is merely a senti-
ment expressed by a few of those who
huve the reins of government in their
bands at the present time. I do not
think such a feeling as ihat referred to
exists throughout this State, becayse
if we have closer trade relations in
o short time there will be closer con-
nection with alien ruces. If we only look
to the contracts on the mail steamers, we
find the crews composed almost solely of
black labour. In South Africa we find
the same sort of thing. The British
people, or descendants of British people,
have been going there fighting to take
away the countrv from those who owned
it before, but we find that the desire of
those who have everything to gain at the
present moment is to flood that country
with Chinese. The question before the
whole world is whether or not 200,000
Chinese will be trausported to South
Africa to work in the mines,

Mz. Preorr: That is not many.

Mr. HOLMAN: No. If thers were
the same opportunity we should have a
good few of them here.  Very likely the
hon. member would engage a few of them
to look after the pearling industry. We
need not go so far away as that to see
what has taken place in econpection with
the employment of alien labour. We
can see it in our own country. When-
ever any of those English companies
managed from London who talk about
this fellow-feeling—the sympathy is ex-
pressed on our side and the other side
gets all the cash—have an opportunity
to engage labour on their mines, they fill
their mines with Ttalians and engage
Afghans to cut wood. If those are the
closer relations we are going Lo have with
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the old country, I hope and trust that the
people of Australasia will rise up and
have no relations with them atall. If
there be a daunger of our having 1 mongrel
race for the sake of a little section, 1 say
the sooner we stop it the better. If
some people had closer relations with
regard to the employment of those aliens
they seem so desirous to employ, I think
they would have a greater sickener of
them than we have now. There are rich
dividend.paying mines in regard to which
on every possible occasion the com-
panies, instead of employing mwen of
their own race and showing a liftle
patriotism, allow us to have the whole of
the sentiment whilst they, simply because
they may be able to put a few paltry
pounds nto their pockets on the trans-
action, engage Italians. An Italian is
not like & man of the English-speaking
race, but is a kind of man who will do
any crawling towards the boss. The
English-speaking race are not afraid to
stand up for their rights, and will not
crawl or pander to anyone simply becanse
that person is in a better position and
able to engage men to work. I have
always found that a man of an English-
speaking race, whether he is & Britisher
or an American, can do a far better day’s
work than any Italian.

Mz. Toomas: Who put the Ttalians
on the Norseman mine?

Me. HOLMAN : T do not know; but
if the hon. member had kept his mine at
work down there he might have employed
them himself. We find that immediately
an opportunity arises—I have seen it
myself during the last few weeks—to
give employment, preference ia shown to
the alien. That is what I protest against
at the present time. Instead of trying
to get closer trade relations in the matter
of pounds shillings and pence, let ns try
to build up the British race throughout
the whole of the colonies, and give
employment to those who speak the
same language as we do; so that
in future we shall not have to depend
on aliens of all colours to inter-
mingle with us in order to make a nation;

8o that we may be able to make the

nation by ourselves. Although we heard
a litile here last uight about the bravery
and generosity of the Austrulians who
went to South Africa to fight for the
Empire, and how by their generosity and
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bravery the silken bonds of relationship
were drawn closer, and all that sort of
thing, I am of the opinion—and this
has been ‘expressed by more than 20 or 30
returned men to my knowledge—that if
the returned soldiers were faced with the
same question again they would indeed go
to Sonth Africa tofight, but their fighting
would be on the other side; and in my
opinion the men would not be to blame.
I am convinced that if the wmother
country should be in the same trouble
again, especially with a mining com-
munity, and if the Empire should call
on us to send Awstralian Contingeats, the
call would not meet with the same
response. On the last occasion we
offered our services freely, but I do not
think we should do so again. I do hope
and trust that those who hold the reins
of government here will not, simply
because the King's birthday with the
possibilities of honours coming along in
November next, fail to do their duty;
I hope they will do their duty by their
fellow men, so that our race may bLe built
up, not i mongrel fashion, but as a
pure-bred English-speaking race.

Me. Warnace: You oughi to give
that advice to the Lubour unions.

Mr. HOLMAN: As for the uniouns, I
can say that in view of the cheap labour
wnd other disadvantages which the
workers bave to contend against, they
must go to those storekeepers from whom
they can get assistance. The time is quite
ripe for the worker te patronise the
Asiatic or coloured storekeeper; for that
is the only way in which he can induce
the European storekeeper to show any
consideration.

Mg. WaLrtace: Do you want a white
Australia ?

Mgr. HOLMAN: Yes; I want a white
Australia; and I think if we allow the
members of the present Government to
gend forth such statements as are
expressed in the Speech, our white Aua-
tralia will be pretty streaky.

Mr. WaLLacE: You ought not to have
touched on the question: it is dangerous
to the workers.

Mz. HOLMAN: As for the danger of
touching on the question, my knowledge
of the Murchison district enables me to
say that there are very few coloured aliens
engaged in storekeeping on the Mur-
chison. I abeolutely do not know of one.
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At all events, T am sure that it is not as
arule the workers who patronise the alien
traders: the coloured storekeeper gets
the custom of those who think they can
make a little bit out of him, The hon.
member (Mr. Wallace) who said the snb-
ject was dangerous will, if he looks back
on the past a little, recognise how dan-
gerous it is. Very likely he will know
how certain steps came fo be taken with
a view to bringing Afghang to. this
country.

Me. Warnpace: [ am speaking from
experience, and speaking trathfully.

Mr. HOLMAN; I also am speaking
from experience, because I have travelled
over the whole of the Murchison country;
and T aw speaking quite as truthfully as
ia the hon. member, if not more so. Now,
T trust members generally will think for
themselves whether it is more desirable to
have trade relations with the mother
country, or to haveu pure-bred race. The
next matter dealt with by the Governor’s
Speech refers to the Transcontinental Rail-
way. In my opinion there exists no
necessity for proceeding at once with
the building of a broad-gauge line to
Kalgoorlie. I consider that if the money
were spent in opening up other parts of
the country where railways are badly
required, and have been badly required
for a long time, we should be doing more
to benefit Western Australia. I do not
consider that it is the duty of the State
to construct the proposed broad-gauge
line to Kalgoorlie, because I do not see
how, under such circumstances, the
Transcontinental Railway can be called
a federal line. If the Transcontinental
Railway is to be built at all, let Austral-
asia build it; not Western Awustralia.
Kalgoorlie is very well supplied with the
railway from Perth and Fremantle. [
should be glad to see a line constructed
from the Eastern Goldfields to Esperance
Bay. That railway would facilitate the
carriage of goods and passengers, and
would save almost as much time as would
the Transcontinenial. As for the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme, I believe that its
advantages have not been felt so much
up to the present as they will be felt in
the future. By reason of the heavy rain-
fall experienced during the lnst few
months, Kastern Goldfields residents do
not just at present feel the need of the
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I am sure, however, that when those
people bear in mind the generosity of
Western Australia as a State in endea-
vouring to make the Coolgardie Water
Scheme a success—and it has been a fair
success, 20 far, as regards supfuly of
water—I think they will be only too
pleased to rally up and assist to make
the scheme a financial success. I regret
to observe that the Speech contemplates
no provision for a water supply on the
Murchison Goldfields, which at the pre-
sent-—as they have been during the whole
of last summer—suffering greatly from
the lack of an adequate supply. The
water on the Murchison has heen bad, and
a great deal of sickness has resulted. The
(Gtovernmentought to have done something
for the Murchison people iv this respect.
In the past the view has been taken that
because water is obtainable on the Mur-
chison by sinking, those fields would
always have a permaneot supply. Last
summer, however, proved that the Mur-
chison hasnot a permanent supply. Itrust
that the Grovernment will step into the
breach and do something before the
advent of next summer. When applica-
tion was made by the Murchison residents
for a better water supply they were told
by the Government to borrow the money
for the purpose. I maintain that if the
Government can spend £3,000,000 in
supplying almost the whole of the Eastern
Goldfields with water, they might well be
prepared to spend a little on the Mur-
chison field as well. At -present, the
Murchison is the second goldfield in the
State ; and some inducement, I consider,
should he offered the people there to
settle permanently. Opportunity should
be giveu them to make the field a greater
success than it is now. One of the best
means towards that end is to furnish a
good supply of water. When one con-
siders that about £10,000 was spent in
Coolgardie on condensers which were never
used—I do not think a gallon of water
was got from those condensers— one must
hold that the Government ought to be
willing to spend a few thousand pounds
for the beunefit of the Murchison. Onm
that field there are good natural facilities
for securing a permanent supply of water;
for example, at a place called « the Gap,”
which is nine or ten miles beyond Nan-
nine, the expenditure of a few thousand

scheme as much as they did in the past. ;| pounds would secure a good supply. If
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this has not been done already, I should
recommend the Government at all events
to reserve a large area in the district for
water supply purposes. With other mem-
bers, I must express my appreciation of
the Giovernment’s action in endeavouring
to protect the timber industry. I for my
part should be glad if thescope of the Royal
Commission’s nguiry were not limited to
the South-West, but wereextended so as to
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undoubtedly it is a matter of regret
that so few of our great mines
should be in West Australian hands.

.+ When we find that the prosperity of

include the devising of the best means of
providing a supply of timber in districts .

which are not favoured in this respect.

Ou the Murchison, absolutely no mining
timber of any description is obtainable.
All timber required has to be railed from
Mullewa, which is at a considerable dis-
tance from the mining centres; indeed
gome companies have to bring their
timber even from Three Springs, on the
Midland line. The Royal Commission
on Forestry might inquire what are the
most suitable timbers for mining purposes,

and then experiments in planting timber

might be made on the Murchison, so that
eventually the fields could be supplied
with locally-grown timber. As 1t is,
great difficulty is experienced in securing
supplies. Hen. members must bear in
mind that in the back country, where
there are no railways, mining companies
are often compelled to convey timber for
as much as 30 miles by horse teams.
I am strongly of the opinion that some
of the Commission’s time ought to be
devoted to the question of timber
supplies for mining operations in sparsely-
timbered distriets. The Agricultural
Department also might do something to
help the helders of garden areas ou the
Murchison Goldfield. Such areas ave
dotted all over that field. Provision
ought to be made by the department for
supplying the holders with fruit trees,
plants, and vegetables for experimental
purposes, so that the wmost profitable
cultivation may be ascertained. The
trees, plants, and vegetables might be
gupplied on the understanding that those
experimenting with them should furnish
the department with a report of results.

Such reports might be published, and .
then the people concerned would be °

afforded an oppertunity of learning what
cultivation is best suited to thewr soil.
As the representative of a nining dis-
trict, I cannot but express satisfaction at
the progress of the mining industry, but

the mining industry is deing the couniry
as a whole practieally no good, it is high
time that we looked about for a remedy.
Almost the whole of the dividends
earned by the mines are being sent out
of the State. A new and growing country
like Western Australia, which stands in
need of development, way fairly look for
some return from its prosperous mining
industry. No doubt, when 1ibe con-
solidating wmeasure comes before the
House an opportunity will be given of
discussing the question. I trust that the
Bill T refer to will make provision for
the working of leases, and also thut it
will provide for fortnightly pays. The
present systein of monthly pays is disad-
vantageous to the workers. I trust, also,
that the Minister will introduce into the
measure a provision for dealing with the
employment of aliens. The establish-
ment of Government batteries in Western
Australia hass unquestionably been pro-
ductive of much good. T believe that in
the near future we may safely reduce the
cost of crushing even below the prices
now charged. As regards the cost of
cyaniding, I maintain that the lease-
holders are ecalled on to pay far too
much., Companies and private individuals
can cyanide 1n some cases for less than
58. per ton,

Me. THomas : For less than 4s. per
ton.

Mr, HOLMAN : Possibly; but in no
case does the cost of cyaniding exceed 6s.
6d. Therefore I consider it hardly fair
that the Governinent should charge 10s.
to leaseholders crushing in State bat-
teries ; and I hope those leaseholders will
be given every consideration. As has
often been =aid, even if the Government
sustained a little Ioss on State batteries
and cyanide plants, the revenue would
derive greater benefits from other sources ;
for if we can encourage men to work,
knowing that they will receive the whole
of the pold that is in their stone, the
mining mdustry will have a better chance

© of development than it has had in the

I
J

Past. While speaking on mining, I can-
not let the opportunity pass without a
word as to the wardens on the different
goldfields. It is absolutely necessary that
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something should be done to shift the
wardens about periodically; and I can
but refer to some rewarks I made last
session, and 1 believe in previous sessions,
when I said something to the effect that
after a wardev had been a certain time in
a particular district he settled down into
one groove, and it was hard work to get
him out of that groove. I see by later
developments that I have no reason to
change my opinion. I hope the Minister
will in future arrange for the periodical
shifting of wardens. I should not allow
them to stay in one district for more than
two years. I do not think, after the Press
reports of the Princess Royal forfeiture
case in Cue, that it would be fair tolet the
opportunity go by without making a few
remarks. Some months ago a person
called Miller applied for the forfeiture of
the Princess Royal leases. The forfeiture
was recommended by the Warden but
refused by the Minister for Mines,and in
my opinion quite rightly refused ; because
we find that behind this application for
forfeiture theve must bave been a very
glaring case of collusion between the
manager of the company and this Miller.
We find that the manager at that time
gave instructions to his under-manager
to place certain men on- the leases on
cerfain days. This was done by instrue-
tion of the under-manager, and we find
that these men having worked the leases
for two days, Miller made application
for the forfeiture of those leases in respect
of those two duys. The only conclusion
we can come to is that the men employed
on those days were employed by the
manager. It appears in evidence since
taken by the court that those men were
paid with Miller's money for the two
days’ work they did there. At almost
the same time an application for for-
feiture was made by a man named
Maxwell. Maxwell watched the leases
for two days, during which no men were
employed on them; and he then made
an application for forfeiture. However,
before the case came into court, the
solicitor whom WMaxwell had engaged
withdrew his plaint without either the
permission or the knowledge of Maxwell,
and therefore when the case cume before
the court Maxwell had no standing what-
ever. After the application for forfeiture
had been heard, the under-manager of
the mine—a man named Ramshaw—came
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to me and got the men to make a statu-
tory declaration, and made one himself,
that he hed engaged them to work on the
leases on those days, and that the leases
were worked. I brought down those
declarations 1o the Minister, becanse I
was pretty well satisfied that the case
was not clear and fair. Ifa wine manager
is allowed to give instructions to employ
men on any lease for two days, and then
to forfeit the lease because men were not
working on those two days, I do not
think any lease in the country is safe;
because, by making certain arrangements
with the men, and by the manager him-
self paying the wages for certain days,
leases could be forfeited without the
kuowledge of the owners. Although
I amn of opinion that those leases should
have been forfeited years ago, I am
perfectly satisfied that the Minister for
Mines' action in refusing forfeiture on
that occasion was perfectly justified.
Speaking of mining, we find the member
for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) says there
has recently been a decrease of men
employed, that mines are closing down,
and that the industry is declining.
[Mg. Tromas: No.] The hon. member
said there was a decrease of men em-
ployed; and I understood him to eay,
speaking of the present time, that the
industry was going down, and that the
only wining centre which was going
ahead was, in fact, Dundas. He said
also that there would be a great with-
drawal of capital from this State. Now,
considering the output of gold during
this year, I do not think there will be
any great withdrawal of capital at all;
and I think, had there been proper
management in the past, there wounld not
be s¢ many mines closed down. We
frequently find that when the returns of
a mine begin to fall off, or it ceases to
pay dividends, the very first action of
some mine managers who have no idea of
economy in management, or whose ouly
idea of economy is a reduction of wayges,
is to do everything possible to bring
about that reduction, That has been the
method of several managers in the past,
who shounid never have beem managing
mines at all. The hon. member said also
that he was opposed to members of this
Assembly conducting arbitration cases.
Now when a member says that the whole
of the workers, the storekeepers, and the
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publicans on the goldfields ure robbing
the nining companies between them, I do
not think that member represents those
people at all. When we consider that on
the latest electoral rolls of Western
Australia a total number of 46,000 electors
is set down for the goldfields, and that
most of them have families, I think any
mining member of this House 15 perfectly
justified in representing those people in
the Arbitration Court, or anywhere else in
the State; and when we find that mem-
bers of this House go outside to represent
certain classes, what are we to think?
We Labour members have been accused
of coming here to represent a class,
whereus we represent the majority. I
maintain that is the class we ought to
represent, and we represent it both inside
and outside the House. The hon. mem-
ber accuses us of representing a class;
but in my opinicn he is representing a
class both in and out of the House, to
the ntmost of his ability; and that class
consists of a few dividend-collectors.
Last session he did everything possible
to prevent the passing of the Dividend
Duty Bill, and he then represented the
very worst class which counld possibly be
represented in any country— the absentee
dividend-collectors. When we consider
the statement of the member for Dundas
that capital is leaving the country, can
we wonder at that fact when men in his
position get up to deery the mining
industry when it was never on a better
basis in the history, not of Western Aus-
tralia only, but of the world? When
mining members come here trying to
shove themselves [nto a little prominence
by decrying other members who do their
best to represent the majority of the
people of Western Ausiralia, I consider
it is the duty of those who make the
agpersions to look to themselves first, and
to see that they do not come here to
represent absentees. The next matter
which demands atiention in the Speech is
that of railways. Asto some of the rail-
ways mooted, I must say I do not know
much about the country through which
it is propused to build them; but I have
been through the Morgana district, and
the proposed extension of the line there
is in my opinion justified, and will receive
my support. Bul L am sorry tosee that no
mention has been made of a milway to
Norseman. Even if that line were not ex-
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tended to Esperance, I think the peoplein
the Norseman district are not receiving a

[ fair share of assistance from the State,

seeing that they have not been given a
branch railway from the Eastern fields. I
think one of the very first matters which
should have received the attention of the
Government was a railway to Norseman.
I have been throngh that country, and
speaking with 10 venrs’ experience of the
goldfields of Western Australia I can
say that the timber alone between Cool-
gardie and Norseman should almost repay
the cost of working theline. That country
is in my opinion very promising; the
mines at Dundas-—I must in this respect
bear out the hon. member (Mr. Thomas)
—arein a flourishing state; and the only
cause which retards an increase in the
prosperity of that district is the want of
railway facilities. I trust the House will
not adopt any short-sighted policy, but
will do everything possible, if not to
carry the railway through to Esperance,
to take it to the Dundas district. The
project for a railway in the Nor'-West I
believe to be justifiable, for I have
been making inquiries. Every possible
assistance should be given in the matter
of railway communication with the coast
to people in such districts. I do not
favour the handing over of the line to
private enterprise, because we see the
diffeulties which have arisen when a pri-
vate company builds a railway in this
State. If a line is warranted in that
district, the State itself and not a private
company should build it. A railway was
haid down to Nannine during the past
year, and on inquiry I find that although
the line was looked on as a * white
elephant,” the traffic returns have Leen
fuirly satisfactory. And if in future
we consider it advisable to extend
that line 4o Peak Hill I do not
think we shall be doing this State
any injustice in giving mines in that
out-back district an opportunity of
being properly opened up. I amn nob
in a position to say whether the Jan-
dakot line is necessary, because I have
never been to the district and do not
know anything about it; but if it is
a8 necessary as the lines to some of the
places I have mentioned, the people
ought to get it. But before we construct
fresh agricultural lines, I think some-
thing should be done to purchase the
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Midland Railway ; for tbat purchase as
I have often said in the Houvse, would
throw open a large area of agricultural
country. Let us purchase that line in
the first place, and I believe it will then
give much more satisfaction to the people
of this State. I am entirely in favour of
a policy of throwing out lines in the back
country, though I do not see why it is
necessary to construct lines to places
which are now only seven miles distant
from a railway. But places out back, to
which firewood and mining timber have to
be carted as far as 30 wiles, deserve some
consideration. The Speech contains a
reference to Bunbury harbour. On that
I am not prepared to say much, as I
have not been to Bunbury; but I think
it much wiser to open up our inland
industries instead of looking for so much
to the Bunbury harbour. 1 remember
reading in the Premier's policy speech
that he intended to make a reduction of
£25,000 on the carriage of foodstuffs to
the Eastern Goldfields. I do not see why
the whole of the goldfields railways
should not benefit by this reduction. It
should not be confined to the Eastern
Goldfields Railway, becanse the people on
the Murchison are as justly entitled
to a reduction of freights as are
those on the Eastern Goldfields. Some
may think that a very large amount;
but last year, as I mentioned when
I spoke then, the increase in the freights
gave the Midland Compuny about
£15,000. So we see that this matter of
£25,000 reduction iz not going to be of
very material benefit to people on the
goldfields. The people on the Murchison
were called upon to pay pretty well the
whole of the £15,000. T think the time
has come when ample reductions should
be made on the carriage of foodstuffs
and timber to the goldfields; and the
reduction should not be confined ouly to
the Eastern goldfields.  Especially is a
reduction needed in districts where fire-

wood has to be carried a great number of

miles before being landed on the mines.

in the Governor’s Speech is the following
paragraph :—

The Estimates and expenditure will be sub-
mitted to you in due courss, framed with care-
ful regard to economy, but at the same time
with a due appreciation of the requirements
of the State,
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! I hope that this economy will be given
| due regard to, and that the whole of the
; State will receive, on the forthcoming
| Estimates, a little bit of the generosity
, that has always been extended to Perth
' and the districts round about here. I
| have heard the Premier say, when a mem-
ber of a back-country municipality bas
applied to him for a grant to construet a
road, “ Why don’t you tax yourselves a
little bit higher ; then you would be able
to construet your own roads?”  If that
is the policy that should be applied to
the back-country, it should also apply to
Perth. Instead of the Government
giving away a block of land worth
£35,000 to the municipality here, the
Premier should have told the people of
Perth to tax themselves higher and pay
for the land. I sm pleased indeed
to see that provision is to be made
for a better water supply for towns
and mining districts, becanse I regret to
say that in the past a great many mining
and small places have mol received the
water supply that they should have re-
ceived, and they have not been assisted
in that direction as much as they ought
to have been. Another matter to which
1 should like to see attention given is
that of the construction of roads in out-
of-the-way places. We find men working
in mining districts where the tracks have
been made simply by tiravelling along
them. We know that pioneers going
through the country travel along the
clear pluces, and these tracks are, there-
fore, considerably longer than they should
be, T think one of the first matters that
should be given due attention to is the
construction—if the (fovernment cannot
push railways out to these districts —of
good and permanent roads to the varicus
centres, so that people can have better
means of travelling than they have at the
present time. In regard to education for
this State, I may say that anything in.

troduced while I am here which will give
better educational facilities than we have

l at the present time will receive support
The next matter that takes my attention '

from me, because in the past the people

| have not received enough assistance in

regard to education, I think everything

~ possible should be done to educate the
. young people and to assist them to get a

better education than we recelved,
especially in the country distriets. I do

. not think it fair to spend so much money
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in centralising education. People in the
eity have better advantages than those in
the back country have, and I think that,
before we spend a considerable sum of
money on a grand educational system in
Perth, something should be done to
allow those people in the back country,
where there are thousands of children
growing up, every facility to obiain a
good eduacation, both primary and tech-
nical. One of the measures introduced is
a Constitution Bill. That matter waa die-
cussed last year, and I am of the
gsame opinion now as then, that the
Government should make an amendment
in that Bill providing for payment to
membersof the Legislative Assembly of not
less than £300 a. year, because if members
come here to put in their time in the
interests of the country, they should at
least receive remuneration to keep them
from want. Members who live in the
back country may have to fravel hun-
dreds of miles to come here, therefore
they should receive more consideration
than those who live in and near the city.
Some time last session a Fourth Judge
Bill was passed, and we were given to
understand that, immediately the mea-
sure became law, we would bhave Circuit
Courts established throughout the whole
of the State. At the present time only
one Court has been established, and I
think the Attorney General should do
everything possible to see that Circuit
Courts are established so that the people
of the Murchison can have the oppor-
tunity of going before a Circuit Court if
necessary. We heard a great deal about
that ides, and if I remember rightly that
was the means of getting the Bill passed
—the absolute promise that Circuit
Courts should be established throughout
the State, yet that has not been done up
to the present time. There was a motion
passed by this House early last session
agreeing that a system of old age pen-
sions was necessary. I would like to
see that system carried out, and I would
like to see the Government carry out the
wishes of this Assembly and do what
they were practically instructed to do
but which they have not done up to the
present time, If the amount of money
caunol be raised in any other way, I
think it. would be a very wise plan on the
part of the Government, and a great
benefit to this Btate, if a Bill were intro-
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duced to levy a tax on unimproved land
values. Ope thing I have very good
reason to eomplain of is that the registra-
tion of unions throughout the State has
not been fair. We heurd the hon. member
for Mount Burges (Mr. Reid) last night
on this subject, and I do not intend -to
say much about it; but when we find
that wmions belonging to the Amalga-
mated Workers’ Association were re-
tused registration and others regis-
tered, T think we have good ground for
complaint. The facts briefly are these,
Workers situated eight or nine miles
from a ceatre have applied for regis-
tration, and have been refused by
the Registrar, acting under instructions
from the Attorney General. Now if a
person is appointed to act as Registrar,
the Attorney General should not give
him instructions in a ecase like that,
8ince that registration has been refused
we find that the excuse for the non-
registration of the unions was that they
ware situated too close to one another;
but since the refusal over a matter of
eight miles, we find other upions situated
only three and a half miles from other
centres have been registered. When
such things as that c¢rop up, it shows,
to my mind, that an amount of bias
is held by the Attorney General against
certain unions. I do not think that it ia
fair we should allow these things to go
on. The Premier's remarks to the un-
employed in reference to-the high rate of
wages were, 1 believe, uncalled for, and
when he made the remark that the high
rate of wages was the cause of the num-
ber of the unemployed in this State he
was very wrong indeed. The Premier
said :—

The present tendency in Western Australia
was to increase wages and decrease employ-
ment. That could not continute unless the
future progress of the State waa to be serionsly
checked. Tt was impossible to have wages
throughout the State based on the wealth of
the fow exceptional gold mines in and arcund
Kalgoorlie. They knew even better than he
that apart from & select few of the mines at
Kalgootlie the remainder were low-grade
propositions. They were too apt to think that
because the wealthy mines could pay high
wages the others also could do it. No great
progress would be made by the State until
they had apprecinted the fact that ultimate
success rested, not upon the big mines, but
upon the low.grade proposition.

The Premier alio said that too much
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attention was being paid to the high
wages for a comparative few, without
regard to the great mujority, I may
mention that the present rate of wages
on the goldfields has not been the means
of reducing employment or of raising the
cost of production. As regards the cost
of production, at the present time the
production costs less than before the
awards were given.

Tre Mixierer ror Minges: Do you
indorse the Peak Hill award ?

Mr. HOLMAN : I will explain that
directly, The Attorney General went out
out of his way, while cases were before
the Court and decisions pending, to make
statements that he conld not substantiate,
and, in my opinion statements, comin,
from what is supposed to be the highest
legal authority in the State, would
influence the members of any Court,
especially when some of these members
are lay members, and do not thoroughly
understand, probably, what they have to
do. Before the Attorney General wade
any comment with regard to the wages
paid, he should have thought the matter
out and have been in a pesition to prove
what he said was correct. Now, taking
the previous awards of the Arbitration
Court, they did not increase the rate of
wages, only in a very few districts. In-
stead of being an increase of wages it
was merely a classification of rates and
wages paid, and in a great many cases
there has been a reduction in the rate of
waoges paid. When we find a Judge of
the Supreme Court and the other mem-
bers of the Arbitration Court travelling
through the State taking evidence and
going down mines to ses for themselves,
I think the Attorney General was very
wrong indeed to make any remark criti-
cising the actions of the Court in settling
the rate of wages for a district. This has
not only had an effect in Western Aus-
tralia, but it bas had a more far-reaching
effect than that. When the Premier was
making his policy speech, which was
some httle time after he had made the
remarks with regard to therate of wages,
he made a statement that showed clearly
to my mind and to the salisfaction of
those who heard him that the mining in-
dustry was in & more prosperous coodi-
tion than ever it had been before the
arbitration awards were thought of. Ido
not think the Premier’s remarks regard-
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ing the rate of wages could have any
other effect than a tendency to reduce
the rate of wages, and also a tendency to
induce employers of labour to do every-
thing possible to bring about a reduction.
The Premier has said that the rate of
wages will not allow the working of low-
grade proposilions. I am in a position
to quote rates and figures, as published,
to show that the very best mines in this
State, those paying the highest dividends,
are the very first ones every time to come
forward and make an attempt to reduce
wages. I can also assure the House
that at the present time mines that are
not paying, or never did pay, mines work-
ing locally in Western Australia in many
cases are paying ahigher rateof wagesthuan
that awarded by the Arbitration Court.
Now what was it that made those mines
attempt to bring about a reduction of
wages? It was the receipt of a notice
from the Chamber of Mines for a reduction
to be made; and the mine managers on
the Murchison admitted in the Arbitra-
tion Court that their first instructions
were received from the Chamber of
Mines at Kalgoorlie. We find, therefore,
that the very first mine which attempted
to bring about a reduction of wages was
the Great Fingall. Then we find another
good mine, the Sons of Gwalia, attempted
to bring about a reduction ; also the Peak
Hill mine. Then we go to Norseman,
and find a mine that has paid, or will
have paid this month, the total amount
of £96,000 in dividends, and at the
present time the market value of that
mine is £200,000. We find that this
company was paying the very lowest
wages in the district. The other mines
that had not paid a penny of profit or
dividend during the whole timne worked
were paying an average wage of about
H8. a week more than that mine. Where
do the Premier's remarks come in, that if
the low-grade propositions are to be
worked, there must be a reduction of
wages? The tofal paid-up capital of this
company is a little over £14,000, and as
I have said it has paid £96,000 in
dividends, and the market value of the
property is £200,000. I repeat that this
company paid a lower rate of wage than
mines which did not make a penny profit ;
it paid on an average 5s. less than
poor mines. I ugain ask, how can the

i Premier say that low-grade propesitions
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caunot be worked without u vednction of
wages ?

Tee Mivmster ror Mives: They are
not low-grade propositions.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Premier said
low - grade propositions could net be
worked without a reduction of wages. 1L
wish to show that it is never the low-
grade propositions that wish to reduce
the wages, but they pay the highest rate
of wages. If we look over the awards in
the Arbitration Court, if we take Peak
Hill, about which the Minister for Mines
interjected a few minutes ago asking
if I thought that was a fair award, we
find, I think, the cost of production has
been reduced since the award was made
at Peak Hill.

Tee MinisTEr vor Mines: That is
the only mine working there, and it is a
high-grade proposition.

Me. HOLMAN: Ithought the Minister
for Mines knew more about his work than
he does, when he says it ia a high-grade
proposition. It is vot a 10dwt. propo-
gition. I will show, farther, that the
result of the arbitration award did not
have a detrimental effect, becanse in 1902
the cost of production in that mine
panned out at £1 12s. 7d. perton. A
report of a meeting of the Peak Hill
Company says:—

From accounts that we have just received

from the manager this year, I find that the
cost to-day of mining, milling, and all general
and surface charges, including management, is
working &t 21s. per ton,
So that award bad no detrimental effect
on the Peak Hill district, where the
highest award ever given by the Arbitra-
tion Court was made. We come to the
Great Fingall mine, which haa in the past
always had a tendency to employ Italians,
and always will as long as 1t is held by
people in the old couniry. The cost of
therr production previous to the award
amounted to about 30s. per ton; that
was the evidence in the Arbitration Court,
29s. or 30s. This is the report from the
Great Fingall mine:—

The substantial reduction effected in work-
ing costs is also a point which should not be
overlooked, the total working costs for the past
three months having been only 25s. per ton,
and even this figure will doubtless be improved
on in the near future.

So the arbitration award has had no
detrimental aoffect on the working of
mines in the Murchison district, but has
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had o tendeney to reduce the cost of
production. Then there is the Sons of
Gwalin mine. We find that the costs
in Januwary, 1902, amounted to 35s. 8d.
per ton milled, and at the end, that is
Devember of that year, they amounted
to 26s. 5d., but in May this year only
21s. per ton. 8o it is shown that after
the award was given in thai distriet it
had a tendency to reduce the cost of
production there as well.  Then we look
at the results the awards have had on
employment since last year. In the
Peak Hill district there was a iotal of
126 men employed underground in the
first six months of last year, and during
the first six months of this year the
average has been 168. Is there any
reduction there? The total number of
men employed in thut district in the first,
six months of last year was 354, and the
total number in the first six months of
this year 355, 'This year they have
increased their tonnage and their pro-
duction, and although last year they did
not pay any dividends, this year they
paid a total amount of £15,000; that is
since these awards have been given,
When we come to look at that and at all
the goldfields in this State where awards
have been given, we find that those
districts are more prosperous than are
those in which no award has been given,
Tt ig always better to pay a high rate of
wages, because people then give a better
class of work than they do if paid low
wages. If the awards had a tendency to
incresse wages—which I do not admit,
because in several cases they decreased
them—there would be a tendency to
reduce the cost of production. We find
that is the case everywhere. I think
that when the Premier said the rates of
wages paid on the various goldfields had
had a tendency to reduce employment, he
made a mistake, and I hope and trust
that he will, before this debate is finished,
udmit that he has done so. What I
would recommend the Premier to do, in-
stead of saying that the rate of wages
has & tendency to decrease labour, is to
set about reducing the cost of mining by
building railways to the various mining
centres, reducing freights on railways,
and taking off the food duties, so that
people in those places may be able to
have a little bit cheaper living than the

get at the present time. .
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Tur PrEMier: Do wages come down ?

Mr. HOLMAN: It is not necessary;
certainly not. I will tell you why not.
It we build railways to a certain place we
cheapen the cost of freight and of pro-
duction. We do not build railways to
mining districts to give foreign com-
panies the benefit of them. When we
build railways to mining districts, the
people living there should get a little
benefit from them so tbat they can save
a little money out of their wages and
then go and setfle upon the land, about
which the Premier and the whole of the
Ministry are so fond of boasting. At
present the rate of wages of men working
in mining districts is such that it would
take quite seven or eight years for a man
to save enough to settle himself on the
land for 12 months, even if he saved the
whole time. We wanti to give a fair rate
of wages so as to afford people in mining
districts an opportunity of saving in order
that they may, as I say, settle on the
land. When we build a railway, let it
not be with the object of reducing wages.
Let it be not only for the benefit of the
mining companies, but of the people
settled in the district as well. ¥ maintain
that the prosperity of this State does not
depend on the amount of dividends sent
out, but upon the industries built up;
and the people here should be able to
earn sufficient to make themselves a little
prosperous, so that in time of need, when
perhaps they are out of employment or
foodstuff gets a little dearer than at pre-
gent, they will have a little money and be
independent, although not working for
wages. It is far better for 2 man who
earns wages in this State to be abie to
save money, than for a few who have no
interest in Western Australia except
obtaining profit from the mines to get the
whole of the berefit. When speaking of
the prosperity of this State I would like
the Premier to bear in mind that the
people who reside in cottages and who live
out back are the people who will make
the State, and vot those who try to grind
workers down to the lowest condition of
civilisation, and make them almost slaves
in some cases. If a man cannot make a
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little provision for his old age, he is
working in some degree in a manner of -
slavery ; and I hope and trust the Premier

will endeavour to undo some of the harm
he has done in the past by making those
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remarks about the rate of wages. Those
remarks have done harm not ouly in
Western Australia but elsewhere, and the
matter was cornmented on in London long
before we ever thought the news would
have got home. One of the replies from
London, dated June 26, which was only
a little while after the Premier made
those remarks, is as follows:—

The reply of Mr. James te the Kalgoorlie
unemployed, of which we have so far only the
cabled news, has given great satisfaction hare.
It has for some time past been regretted here
that wages should have increased to such an
extont as to decrease employment, for it is
undoubtedly the fact that many mines are
now undermanned, the companies reserving
their capital until it can be more advan-
tageously femployed than it could be at the
preeent time. There is, however, no feeling
here that fair wages should not be paid, for it
is recognised that on the Westralian Goldfields
the worker’s lot is not all “ beer and skittles.”
On the other hand, the claims of investors
have to be considered, and if only the two
classes ean come to some reagonable under-
standing on the wages question it must
undoubtedly prove mutually advantageous.
There is plenty of money here, and some of it
will come to W.A. if the Government and the
workers will so alter the conditions as to render
its employment remunerative, for the ordinary
Englishmar is not a philanthropist. The
chairman of the Mount Yagahong Explora-
tion Company, Myr. A. T. Macer, has made a
suggestion which merits the consideration of
the State Government. He says: “ Now that
Mr. James, the Premier, has shown the courage
and honesty to recognise the position, he could,
I think, go a step farther and go far towards
placing the mining industry upon a scund
footing, if he could persuade Parliament to
suspend the working of the Arbitration Act,
abrogate its unjnat and impolitic awards, and
arrange for the workers and mine owners to
appoint a conciliation board of, say, 10 or 20
delegates, with a standing chairman selected
by, say, the Colonial Secretary.”

As to this question of trade relations
with the mother country drawing us
closer together, the object is to introduce
a rate of wages into Western Aunstralia
which will not enable people to live in a
proper manner. My reason for coming
aver to this side of the House and speak-
g is because I am, I maintain, more
independent bere than' I was on that
{Government) side of the House. The
Premier himself said in my hearing that
he looked upon the members sitting on
that side of the House as his supporters.
When I heard that, I considered it my
duaty to the people I represent, and my
own feelings, not to sit behind him, if he



292 Address-in-Reply :
should wish me to give him any measure
of support as regards the remarks he
made and had scattered broadcast
throughont this country.

At 630, the SpeaxEr left the Chair,
At 7'30, Chair resumed.

Mz. HOLMAN (continuing): As
regards my taking & seat on the Opppo-
gition side of the Honse, I have done so
because I always did favour the Oppo-
sition cross-benches for the Labour party.
Members of that party are allowed the
privilege of sitting on either side, and I
have elected to sit here. I maintain that
at present there is practically no oppo-
gition to the Government, whose cen-
tralisation policy is certainly not to the
advaniage of the country. In my opinion,
the interests of the State as a whole are
sacrificed for the benefit of the more
settled portions. I trust that all members
desirous of having Western Australia

rogress as it ought to do will take a
getermined stand and once for all demand
that the centralisation policy be done
away with. The remarks of the Premier
to which I have referred were, to my
mind, detrimental to the best Interests of
the majority of our people. We do not
wish to see the people of this State
brought any lower than they are at
present. Above all things we desire
industrial peace and a prosperous com-
munity, so that Western Australia may
help to make a nation in the southern
hemisphere.

Me. F. ILLINGWORTH (Cue): A
few words will suftice for the ideas I have
to offer at this stage of the Session.
First, however, I must join heartily in
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the congratulations which have been .
* ing into the matter atall fully. I can

extended to yourself, Mr. Speaker, and in
the expression of good feeling towards
you on the part of members of the
House. I desire, also,” to exzpress my
thankfulness that you are with us again,
enjoying a measure of health and strength
which I trust will prove an increasing
one for some years to come. I hope that
those of us who get back to this Parlia-

ment next Session will have the advantage |

of sitting under your benign rule. I can
hardly conceive what this Legislative
Assembly would be without Sir James
Tee Steere presiding over it, and I
hope T shall not have the misfortune to

|
]
|
]
i
|
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gee that time; T {rust it is vet many
years distant. I desire, likewise, to
express my satisfaction that we have
received from the Home Office a gentle-
man like Sir Frederick Bedford to rule
over the destinies of Western Australia
in the King's name. We bave been in
this respect most happy in times past,
but I think we are specially fortunate in
having a genial sailor to direct the
destinies of the State from the govern-
mental chair. In dealing with the
Governor's Speech many matters call for
notice. In point of fact, it is difficult, at
all events for myself, to discuss the
Governor's Speech. For many years I
have been accustomed to hear my friend
the Premier urge the necessity for a non-
party Administration. I used to regard
the uspiration as one which would never
be realised; but we have now attained
very near indeed to its realisation. We
have a Government of all one party. I
would, however, suggest to the Premier
and his Ministers that they must not
build too much on this, because there are
occasions when even an Administration
80 unanimously supported as is this one,
and equally wise in its proposals, may
err in such a direction as to.create an
Opposition, thus destroying the ideal
which the Premier has long laboured to
attain. I may say thatI am notat all
favourable to a non-party Government,
Various remarks have been offered with
regard to that passage in the Speech
which relates to the movement in the
mother country towards establishing
closer trade relations between the various
parts of the Empire. This is a great
subject ; indeed, one perhaps beyond the
reach of this Parliament for adequate
discussion. I have no intention of enter-

but say that if I read history aright, and
correctly interpret the signs of the times
as they now present themselves, the
ascendency of the British race will in
future years depend largely on its
power to retain its position as a trading
community, We gained our position
in times past by arms—especially
by sea power, by our dominion over
the water; but all round the world
there are signs that national emin-
ence will in future depend largely on
the condition of trade. That far-seeing
statesman, Mr. Chamberlain, has sounded
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a note of warning not merely in connec-
tion with this particular trade question.
Many years ago he uttered a note of
warning on the one band, and of sound
advice on the other. Mr. Chamber-
lain has on many occasions declared to
the manufacturers of Great Britain that
they must be prepared to compete in the
world’s markets if the prestige of Great
Britain is to be maintained. He has also
urged, what I trust we shall always
observe and take note of, that alongside
manufacturing development there must
be educational development—that we
must look for our advantage in the con-
tesat for the world’s commerce in a large
measure to the skilled labour which we
have, to the intelligence of our workmen,
and to the conditions by which our work-
en are surrounded. Now in this sug-
gested step of bringing the various parts
of the British Empire into closer com-
mercial relations, he has advanced a
proposition which is worthy of the careful
attention of every British subject, worthy
of the attention of every member of the
British dominions. Whatever difficulties
there may be in the way-—and there will
be difficulties —I hope everyoome in this
State and in this Parliament, and in all
the Parhaments of the Commonwealth,
will endeavour to face the question in a
broad national spirit, with a view to
upholding the prestige of the British race,
and of maintaining and continuing to
maintain the proud position we have held
for centuries as the leading nation of the
world. In making such a remark I never
sepurate, in my mind, our American
cousins from the British race. I always
recognise lhe Americans as in a large
measure part of ourselves. They never
ought to have been separated from
us, and I trust the day is not far
distant when they will aguin become
united with us. But any contest which we
have with the nations around us must
have full consideration. It will be of
little use to us to hold the dominion of
the sea if Germany holds the dominion of
the warket, if our artisans are crushed
out by competitive conditions, crushed
out of the markets of the world in conse-
quence of competing nations rising
superior either through longer hours or
groater skill or other advantages. I
ﬁeat, the dominion of the sea will

vantage us little if our workers are
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driven out of the world’s commwerce. In
my opinion, the contest of the future will
turn on commerce and trade and manu-
factures —very largely on manufactures.
One thing we need o build up and main-
tain in the national life is an intelligent
artisan class, educated, eunltured, free—
men with some germs of that freedom
which exists in the United States, that
freedom which urges men to put their
best foot foremost, to use their utmost
efforts and their preatest inventive
capacity. So we shall create and increase
and extend commercial advantages. If
this can be done, it seems evident that
there will be, first of all, a great increase
in the demand for skilled labour. There
tust be a great increase if we can con-
tinue to hold our position and to extend
our commerce amongst the nations of
the world. Any proposal which tends
to this end, which tends to build up the
dominion, tends to build up the Empire,
and tends to build up the individual
State, must bave our support; and if
we can reciprocate in any way, if
we can assist the mother country in
maintaining her prestige and increasing
the extent of that prestige in a commer.-
cial sense, if by anything we can do, even
by sacrifices which we may be called
upon to make, we can succeed in bringing
abount such a union as shall induce British
people to trade with British people and
give advantages for the advantages they
receive fromn the motherland whence they
sprung, we ought to take steps to do it.
Therefore I am pleased indeed to join
with the optimistic view put forward by
the Governor in this Speech, that the
grand, statesmanlike idea which has been
propounded is worthy of consideration,
worthy of our closest attention ; and we
must not allow small guestions relating
to our own individuality or to our limited
area to estrange our sympathies from the
great movement which is being promul-
gated by Mr. Chamberlain. Passing
from this, we come to the Transconti-
nental Railway. But for a speech made
last evening by the member for Perth
(Mr. Purkiss), probably 1should not have
troubled the House with any speech at
all on this occasion; but it does seem to
me that Western Aunstralia, or its states-
men at any rate, ought to be united, and
that its people ought to be unmited, in
the demand for the Transcontinental
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Railway.
should be a difference of opinion as to the
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Icannot understand why there -

advisableness of this railway. I can and

do understand why there should be
differences in regard to the construction of
that great work. Personally I have held
from the first a conviction that the desir-
able thing — not the practical thing
perhaps—is for this State and the State
of Bouth Australia to build the remaining
portion of the railway; because I do
not wish to see a federation of the rail-
ways of Australasia, and I look on the
construction of the portion of the railway
which is now advocated as a Federal
undertaking, and as being a distinct step
towards the federation of the railways.
Now I do not think it profitable to any
State that the railways should be feder-
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raised in South Australia against our
project. But we have now to suffer from
the fact that certain persons in Adelaide

. are endeavouring to work off this con-

ated ; but I think the State which would .

guffer the most in a federation of the
railways would be this State. I believe
we should suffer more than any other
State of the Commonwealth ; consequently
the ideal solution is that we should make
some arrangement with the South Aus-

tralian Government to come to meet us
at the border, and that we should make

our way there as fast as we possibly can.
I believe the railway, when completed,

will be not only an advantage to this |

State, but a much greater advantage to
our sister State, South Australia. I can-

not understand why anyone in South

Australia is opposed to this railway.
During the Federal campaign I looked
on this railway as one of the very first
works that would be accomplished after
we federated. I expected that South
Australia would welcome it with both
hands. And after we had the promise

of Mr. Holder and other members of the .

South Australian Parliament, I looked

on this question as practically settled, as

far as South Australia could possibly
assist to settle it. I should like to con-
gratulate the Premier on the manly,
atatesmanlike stand he has taken on this
question, and I think he deserves great
credit for the manner in which be handled
the discussion between himself and Mr.
Jenkins. I expected that the South Aus.
tralian Government would gladly welcome
this scheme ; and T believe, had there not
been a numhber of persons interested in
the other Transcontinental Railway,
that through the Northern Territory,
we should not have had a single voice

cession through the Northern Territory.
They have a good deal of influence, and
display much energy in promoting their
particular work. Now whether that rail-
way to the North be wise ¢r unwise does
not affect the question of the railway
between South Australia and this State.
It is impossible for us to conceive of a
suceessful federation unless we have rail-
way communication. I should be pre-
pared to support a proposal that we build
our own portion of this line, and retain it
as our own possession. I know that
would involve some loss; but it would
eventually become a valuable property.
I believe the construction of the railway
would double our population in ten years;
and if it did that I think we could stand
not only the interest and sinking fund on
our portion of the line, but any Joss which
its construetion would involve. Tast
night the member for Perth (Mr. Purkiss)
said the line would cost a great deal more
than five millions. TUnbappily far him,
the report of the experts is in to-day’s
papers, showing that 1t would eost a good
deal less. This carefully-prepared report
shows that in all probability the railway
would be a paying concern in ten years.
Buot apart from that—apart from the
advantage it would be to this State, and
the greater advantage it would bhe to
South Australia—it would be an advant-
age to the whole Commonwealth. Coming
to the question whether the scheme is
practicable, I have to admit that it is not
at present within the range of practical
politics : it is not for this State and South
Australia to undertake the work jointly.
However desirable that may be, it is not
practicable. The question then arises,
shall wa agk the Federal Government to
consiruct this piece of line? A member
says “no.” Well, I can to some extent
understaud that feeling. If there be
a danger of the construction of this
piece of line leading to federation of
the railways, then I too say “no.” Bat
I think an arrangement ought to be made
with the Federa! Government by which the
money should be found for the construe-
tion of this railway, and that we should
have the right to take over our portion of
it at a future date, South Australia
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having a right to take over her portion.
T cannot understand some of the remarks
in the speech of the member for Perth,

It seems to me he had the ideathat thiswas .

what another member called last night a
¢ sentimental railway.” There may be a
little sentiment in the idea; but there is
much that iz beyond sentiment — real
practical business. A member says ““loss;”
but a good many undertakings have in-
volved losses before they became profit-
able. We have heard of a railway across
the Dominion of Canada. That railway
cost over 20 willions of money, and was
worked for a long time before it paid; but
it did pay, and paid so well that another
company is now prepared to spend 50
millions to put another line alongside
of it. This is beeause, as an hon, mem-
ber suys, it traverses good country. That
is mot all. That conntry may be the best
wheat land in the world ; but I guestion
if the wheat land of Canada produces
more bushels to the acre than much of
the land we have in Western Australia.
I do not think the returns show that it
does. True, it may be that the area is
larger; but alongside that advantage,
please put the Kalgoorlie goldfields and
the Golden Mile, please put the mineral
resources that lie beyond, and the great
advuntage which the econstruction of this
liné will prove to the whole Common.
wealth. A member says, “ What has
Tasmania to do with it P’ Well, Tas-
mania can put ita apples, concerning
which the hon. member is so much con.
cerned, into Kalgoorlie within 50 hours,
Now she cannot get them there in less
then seven days. Queensland can pass
its mails from here in about 78 hours.
The Queensland mail takes 7 days to get
to Fremantle. Then there is the con-
stant intercourse among people of one
State and another, which we cannot
possibly estimate or reduce to figures,
nor can we put it into the Treasury.
Advantages which we cannot count, ad-
vantages which will build up our national
life in such a way that prosperity will
come from directions we little dream of,
will follow the opening of the Trans.
continental Ratlway. I hope the opti-
mistic views of the Government will be
realised. Something has been said during
this debate about the Royal Commission
on the Public Service. A good many
people eriticise it. 1 was much amused
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to hear the member for East Fremantle
{Mr. Holmes) oriticising it severely. He
forgets the fact that when he was a
Minister he sat in this House and heard
members call from all directions for the

_ appointment of a Royal Commission.

He forgets that in the Leake Groverament,
who appointed it, there was not one man
personally favourable to the commission ;
that they appointed it at the direct
request of the House, and uoder a pledge
which was wrung from them during the
debates. So that, if there be auy respon-
gibility for the appointment of the Royal
Commission, the House must take the
responsibility. The Leake Government
appointed the commission at the distinet
and reiterated request of the members
of the House. Notwithstanding that,
although I was not favourable to the
appointment of the commission, thinking
that Ministers might possibly do the
work themselves, yet 1 believe the com-
mission has done good work, and that
the Grovernment will receive much assist-
ance through the information the com-
mission has Dbeen able to gather. Of
course, they will not adopt the whole of
the commission’s report. No report of a
commission was ever adopted in its
fulness. The report will be a guide to
Ministers, to this House, and to the
country, as to how we can besi deal with
the great question of the civil service. 1
have never shifted from one position. I
say that the civil servants of this State are
too many in number, and too poorly paid.
I say the cure is, better pay and fewer
men. I have said it during all the years
I have szt in this House; and after
my few months of office, I am more
deeply convinced than ever. If we can
get good men, give them good, honest
pay, and see that they do their work, we
can do with far fewer men than we have.
We shall reduce the actual cost of gov-
ernment; and the work of the country
will be done much more efficiently. The
practice has been to crowd people into
the service at low salaries, and as a result
we have a lot of men for whom we have
no particular use. They ave ratherin the
road than otherwise, and the men are not
g0 paid as to make them feel that their
positions are worth striving to hold ; con-
sequently the work is not done us well as

it ought to be. 'There is only one remedy
| for the civil service of Western Australia.
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We must be prepared to pay higher
salaries ; and then, when we have secured
good men by paying higher sularies, we
shall be able to reduce the number of our
staff, and the work will be more cheaply
and better done. (ne question that has
comeup during the debate and is referred
to in the Governor's Speech, is the question
of hospitals. Tbe Bill is not before the
House; but from thelittle I have gleaned
about it, there is some sort of proposal to
tax the different districts for the support
of hospitals. I am not in favour of a
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poor tax, I never was; and I think if |

there is & just charge on the revenue of
eny State it is a charge for the support
of the sick and indigent of that State.
I sag hospitals should be supported out
of the general revenue. If you make an
appeal to the public, it simply falls on the
few people who give to everything, whose
hands are alwaysin their pockets, and you
simply make it a burden, oftentimes a
gpecies of blackmail. If you place the
duty on the municipalities, the work will
not be efficiently done, and it will be a
burden on the struggling municipalities.
Where is the sense of first Lelping
municipalities and then calling on the
municipalities to support their hospitals ?
They only have to use your money after
all. Let the (overnmeni take the
responsibility. I will give an instance
which took place during the time I wasin
office. 'We had a hospital to which the
public subscribed £1,500. It was run by
a committee of management and got into
debt. The public subscribed £1,500 and
the Government £1,000. I sent a medical
officer to examine into the state of affairs,
and then decided that the Government
should take the hospital over. The
hospital was better run for £300 than
for £2,500 under local management; so
that we actually saved money—the Gov-
ernment money as well as the contribu.
tions of the people.

Mz. Prgorr: Where was that ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH : I do not wish
to mention the place. There were a num-
ber of instances of the same kind that
convinced me that we can get more
efficient service under the State control,
cheaper and more efficient than we can by
any local arrangement. To throw the
responsibility on the strnggling munici-
palities and road boards is asking too
much. Let us attend to our sick; what
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better use can we make of our money ?
Attend to them properly, and make an
economic management which the State
with its oversight and general staff can
give, that local bodies cannot possibly
give. Lam opposed altogether to throwing
the burden of hospitals on municipalities,
I presume that will be one of the 36
Bills which have been spoken about. If
the principle of the Bill is that, I wust
give that principle my opposition. There
is only one other item I want to make a
remark or two about. I notice it is pro-
posed to do sowmething more with the
Bunbury Harbour. I would like to see
an efficient harbour at Bunbury. I well
remember the time, when sitting in Op-
position, I eriticised the scheme that was
to give Bunbury an efficient harbour for
£60,000, and it was to be built out of
revepue. I remember, too, when the
£60,000 was sgpent from revenue and
£40,000 more came from loan, mak-
ing £100,000 spent, there was not a
suitable harbour there. When I criti-
cised that scheme at first, I referred to a
report. of the late Mr. C. Y. 0'Connorand
called attention to the fact that Mr.
O'Connor advised the Government to
construct a harbour at Leschenault
Estuary at a cost of £260,000, which
would be an efficient harbour. Notwith-
standing that he was called on agaicv and
again to give his opinion regarding the
proposed jetty or breakwater, he simply
angwered *“* You can put so many thou-
gand feet or yards of stone into the water
for a certain sum of money,” but he
never ouce supported the breakwater, I
pointed out at the time the proper thing
for the Government to do was to con-
struct a harbour at Leschenault Estuary,
under the supervision of Mr. 0’Connor.
We have spent £150,000, and now it is
proposed to spend more money. I have
no objection to spending more money,
but I want the Government to be sure
when they spend the money they will have
a barbour. They have not one at pre-
sent. We have spent £150,000 and
there ia no harbour. When the rest
of the money iz spent, will there be
a harbour? If there will be an efficient
karbour, well and good. We started
at the wroug place. What we want to
be sure about when spending more money
is that we shall have a harbour, I can
see clearly if the work had been started
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under Mr. 0. Y. ’Connor’s advice, we
should have had an efficient harbour in
Leschenault Estuary for the money
which was then estimated. I hope the
Government will not throw more good
money after bad and then have to build
the Leschenault barbour after all. One
word on a question which is very dear to
me, and I believe is equally dear to every
member of the Houee, the subject of
education. I am very pleased the Gov-
ernwent propose to make an advance. I
will deal firat of all with the University.
There is time enough yet {or » University,
but I think we should do well to take
steps by way of preparation. We had the
Perth Common for many years which was
supposed to be an endowment for the
city of Perth. I do not know thai the
city of Perth got much cut of it. Now
the Government have got it back, and
portion is to be used for building a
prisvn; portion has been given to the
Subiaco Municipality; another portion
is to be an agricultural show yard, and
part of it is to be an endowment for a
University. If this is to be un endow-
ment it wust be of some practical use.
I hope the Government will give powers
to the proper persons, as trustees, to make
money out of the land; not to lock
it up end de nothing with it, but let the
endowment be in such terms that the
trustees can make money which will go
to the fund for the creation of this Uni.-
versity, at uny rate for ils future endow-
ment. I do not think we can look for 2
person like Sir Samuel Wilson to build &
hall for £200,000 and give it to the
State, for some time to come yet. I de
not expect a University will be built out
of donations by people who have gone to
another place, leaving behind that which
they cannot take away. But I foresee
in a careful endowment of these lands a
big income for a University if the GQov-
ernment will place it on a sound commer-
cial footing, so that the land can be
leased for terms of vears with improve-
ments, which improvements will fall
in as an endowment to the University
at a later date. Some scheme of this
kind requires to be thought out, which
will yield an immediate income and a
continuously iucreasing income for a
University. In handing over the land, I
hope the Government will make such
arrangements. With regard to the

[30 Jusy, 1908.]

Sizth day. 297
gecondary class of education, that will
do good service, always provided that
it is not at the sacrifice of the primary
and technical schools. Itis all very well,
but we have to face the avenues of life,
and we capnot all be masters of arts or
bachelors of arts, we cannot all be
trained as lawyersand doctors. The vast
number of the people will have to face
the reality of work in this State as
everywhere else, and we want to see
that every child in the country has a fair
chance. Now we give that child every
chance if we bring the primary schools
to every door. There are a large number
of children scattered about in small
numbers, but in the aggregate there iz a
large number of childrer not within the
reach of ﬂrimary gchools. Until we reach
them with primary schools, we do not act
too wisely in spending money on second-
ary schools, nor do we act too wisely in
spending money in secondary schools at
the sacnifice of technical schools. We
want in this State that model farm with
its imstructors which has been talked
about for years. We want schools of
mines scattered about in this country.
We have talked about schouls ef mines
for u good many years; Isuppose we will

get them. We have got the promise
anyhow. 1 only mention that as an
incident. We want to bring to the great

mass of our children improved conditions
of skilled labour, of art as well as of
science. It isno useour trying to build up
# nation in this preat State of ours, with
all its unexplored terrifory, unless we
seize every apportumity open to us. We
will have to work in this State, and our
children must be trained to make the
best use of the powers they have. Give
them technical education to the full, and
increase their skill and capacity to work
in the easiest conditions and to the best
advantage. That is what Mr. Chamber-
lain spoke for in England years ago, and
is working for gtill. That is what is
needed in a great part of the Empire.
America has gone nhead because that
country has constantly encouraged the
brain of the people by scholastic edu-
cation. We want to bring the brain
power of the people to bear on the hard
facts of daily life, the hard facts that have .
to be dealt with under the difficulties that
surround us. If the Government see
their way clear to fill the bill of
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primary education and to fill the bill
of technical edneation, I bave no objec-
tion te going on with secondary educa-
tion. There always will be a certain
number who it is most desirable should
go in for higher education. I am
not quite in sympathy with the idea
that this number, be it large or amall,
should be left to the class of people
who can afford to send children to school.
I think the State should provide it,
and if there is a brilliunt boy who is of
poor family, he ought to have the same
advantages as the boy belonging to the
rich family. We bave to face the fact
that if the whole place was full of univer-
sities and ‘grammar schools, we could not
make a high culture out of our people.
By a long way the great mass of the
people have to fight and struggle under
natural conditions. Let us give them all
the help we can. GHve them primary
education and technical education which
will enable them to rise highet in their
particular lines and skill, whichever be
best for them, and thus produce the best
conditions under which the country can
grow. I hope, without detaining the
House longer, my remarks have not been
altogether astray, and I hope the Govern-
ment will see their way clear to give some
consideration to the points raised in this
debate.

Me. H. J. YELVERTON (Sussex):
In touching on the first topic referred to
in the Speech of His Excellency, that of
preferential trade, I think we may well
leave this subject first o the statesmen
of Great Britain who are now discussing
it, before we need worry ourselves very
much on the subject. While I fully
recognise that the matter of friendily
business relations might be improved
between the Empire and the eolonies, yet
I think that sentiment largely prevails in
our national life, and that, should the
time of siress and strain again come
upon the Empire in the future as it has
recently done 1 the past, we shall find
that Australia will again be to the front
in providing woney, and if need be the
bload of;her sons, to defend the privileges
and rights of that Empire of which we
are all proud to consider ourselves a part.
Referring to the question of the Trans-
Australian Railway, I would like to say
that I do not approve of the idea enun-
ciated by the Premier, that of building
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a broad-gauge ratlway to Kalgoorlie in
anticipation of the construction of this
Trans-Australian Railway. Personally,
while I am strongly in favour of baving
that railway buils, T think that the
promise made to us in the past should he
carried out, and that this railway should
be built by the Federal Government. 1
hold that as far as our State funds are
concerned, as far as we are able to pro-
vide money for the construetion of public
works, we have any amount of these
works within the State itself npon which
we can spend all the money we are able
to obtain, Touching upon the question
of railway management I would like to
refer to the remarks made by my friend
the member for Wellington (Mr. Tees-
dale Smith) the other evening. When
we found a man of that hon. member's
business capacity and experience enunciat-
ing the views he did, and knowing as we
do that when the present Commissioner of
Railwaye was placed in office Mr. Smith
wasg one of those who strongly supported
his appointment and held the most kindly
and friendly feelings towards Mr. George,
when we heard that member get up in
this House and attack the methods of
the Commissioner, it would I think have
been better if the Premier, instead of
treating the remarks of Mr. Smith—as
he appeared to me to do—in a spirit of
levity, had considered that probably there
were many grounds for the charges made,
by the hon. member, and had thought the
matter out and endeavoured to rectify the
sore feeling that evidently exists in the
mind of Mr. Smith in regard to the man-
ner in which the Commissioner conducted
his business, and reflected whether it
would not be better for the Commissioner
to endeavour to treat business people in
a business way. Surely if our ralways
are managed n such a way as to injure
the people who are the customers of the
railway, wbo provide the traffic for the
railway, and if the business is conducted
in such a way as to injure the public, it
should be a matter for consideration on
the part of the Government whether
these things cannot be rectified. For my
own part, I was one of those who, while
not acquiescing in the appointment of
Mr. George, was yet willing to give him
a fair trial. T feel that he has been upon
bis trial, and I canuot say that I find
that the management of the railways is
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much better to-day than when Mr. George
was appointed. I know that the manner
in which the public are treated by the
Commissioner and bis officers is not
one which should exist. I know that
the public are treated as though they
were a set of robbers, always willing to
take advantage of the department, and
that, from the Commissioner dowowards,
his officers are always endeavouring to
take advantage of the public. Now asa
business man I say that this state of
affairs should not exist. The railway
staff should endeavour to treat people in
such a manuer as to make them believe
they will be always receiving fair treat-
ment, and not such treatment as appears
to them entirely wrong. Referring to
the question of conatitutional and electoral
reform, T am rather inclined to think
that, instead of these Bills being intro.
duced during the present session, it would
be well at the next gemeral election to
allow the people themselves to have a
say in the matter. So far as ] have been
able to gather, I have heard of no agita-
tion or demand on the part of the people
for either counstitutional or electoral re-
form. When those Bills were introduced
at the fag-end of last session I felt bound
to oppose the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Bill, and I did so for this reasou,
because I felt that the measure was being
introduced in a very imsincere way. I
felt that it was not introduced with a
view of passing that measure, but that
the Premier, if T may say so, was playing
to the gallery, well knowing that when
the Bill came before ancther place it
would be thrown out. I bope that if
these Bills are introduced, as I believe
they will be, during this session of Par-
liament, there will be no spirit of
ingincerity about themn, and I trust they
will be introduced in snch a way as will
show the Upper House we are not
attempting to take advantage of them,
but are prepured to deal fairly by them,
and that when we seck for a reduction
in the number of members of this As.
sembly we will also only ask for a pro-
portionate reduction in the number of
meinbers of the Council. With regard
to the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme,
I cougratulate the Government on the
completion of that important work, and
I congratulate the Minister for Works
upon the amount of energy which he
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threw into it. Undoubtedly, the com-
pletion of that very important work—the
early completion of 14—was due in a
very great measure to his energy and
ability. Farther, with reference to this
scheme I would like to say in regard to
certain meetings which have recently
taken place on ‘the goldfields, at which a
protest was made against the amount
which it was intended to charge for the
water, that I feel this was somewhat
ungenerous on the part of the people
living in that vicinity. No doubt it
was Sir John Forrest’s idea and that
of the late Mr. O'Connor, that the
scheme would pay provided we were
able to sell five million gallons of water
daily at a price of 3s. 6d. per thousand
gallons; but now we find that, so far
from being able to sell that quantity, we
shall probably, even when we get the
scheme fully at work, only be able to
sell about half of it. Therefore the idea
of the Government of charging an in-
creased vate and thereby providing for
working expenses and sinking fund ig, I
think, a justifinble one. And when we
come to consider that the proposed charge
--I believe it is about 7s. 6d. per thousand
gallons—is only about a tenth part of
what the people on the goldfields have
hitherto been paying for their water T
cannot, and T do not think any reasonable
man can, see any justification for cavil-
ling at, that charge. Touching upon the
Public Service Commission, I would say,
with regurd to their labours, doubtless
they have been somewhat protracted ; but,
no doubt, they are doing fairly good
work. While I cannot heold that the
recommendations of the Commission are
altogether what they should be—for I
feel that some of them are very drastic
indeed—I do think that the Government
and this House and the country generally
may derive very much information from
the work of the Commission. I think
some of the proposals are altogether too
drastic, and I hope the Government will
be moderute in dealing with them. The
Timber Commission will undoubtedly do
good work, and while I cannot entirely
approve of the personmel of that Com-
mission, I admit that there are a good
many able and practical men upon it, and
I fecl sure that the results of their
labours will be beneficial not only to the
country generally but to the industry
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itself. The Government purpose, from
what I glean Erom the Governor’s Speech,
encouraging the development of the
mining and agricultural resources of the
country, I am glad te learn they intend
doing ihis, 2nd I do hope that, with regard
to agriculture, they will at any rate assist
it in every possible way. In the past I
have not found that either the Leake
@overnment or the James Government
have assisted agriculture as ] had hoped
to see it helped. In the first speech
I made in this House T advocated
the clearing of land before selling it to
settlers. I hold that the State could
very well clear the land, going into it in
a large way; and by the employment of
a practical man and up-to-date machinery
they could clear it cheaper than the
individual could.
the clearing of lands by the State
at any rate to some extent as an ex-
periment, and the selling of that land
in the same way as we do now under
long terms for payment. The Collie-
Goldfields Railway 1s, I feel, fully justi-
fied, and I congratulate the Government
on having decided to build that line. I
trust that, while they will carry the line
in as direct a route as they possibly can
to reach connection with the goldfields
line, they will have in their minds the
la area of good agricultural land
through which it will pass, becaunse there
is no question thui along the proposed
railway route land can be found of first-
class quality wupon which bundreds, pos-
aibly thousands of settlers may be placed.
As to the Bunbury harbour works, I
listened very attentively to the remarks
made upon that subject by the member
for Cue (Mr. Illingworth), aud T well re-
member that the report of the late Mr.
O'Connor was strongly in fuvour of an
inner harbour at Bunbury. Unqguestion-
ably we now know that was the proper
course to pursue—to open the inner har-
bour—but having spent about £140,000,
I think, un the breakwater, any reasonable
man will now say that the proper
course is to extend the breakwater so
as to protect the shipping in the harbour.
The trouble with regard to the break-
water admittedly is that there always
will be a large amount of siltage inside
the harbour, which siltage will have to be
removed by dredges. It ie always so in
harbours built outside by the construc-
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' tion of breakwaters. Undoubtedly the

' extension which the Government propose
to make in conmection with the break-
water is fully justified.

Mz. Inuineworta : Will it be effec-
tivef

Me. YELVERTON : Tt will he effec-
tive if the breakwater is carried suffi.
' ciently far; it will be effective if the
* breakwater is carried far enough to pro-
' tect the shipping. The work will be
entirely effective if the breakwater is
extended another 3,000 feet. I make
that statement as a practical man of con-
siderable shipping experience. As to
justifyinpy the expenditure, I wish to
point out that the fact of the present
receipts from the harbour being sufficient
to cover interest on the outlay affords
justification. Indeed, the receipts are
not only sufficient to cover iuterest, but
something more. T aw glad to learn that
the Grovernment recognise their ability to
reduce railway rates, and I trust the
reduction will be effecled in a fair and
equitable manner. I hope especially that
the agriculturiste of the BState will
benefit by the intended reductions. The
proposal to provide a water supply for
the towns of the State must have the con-
currence of every reasonable man. We
all know that many of our towns, even
those on the coast, suffer greatly from the
want of a sufficient supply of pure water.
As for the hospitals, I entirely dis.
approve of the course bitherto pursued
by the Government. The closing of
hospitals in country towns I consider
uncalled for and unjustifisble. A
great wrong has been done to the
people affected. I agree with the member
for Cue (Mr. Illingworth) thal the upkeep
of such hospitals should come out of the
general revenue, but rather than have the
hoapitals closed T should consent even to
the levying of a rate on the people in the
various districts. I am glad to observe
that a more cordial spirit now exists in
the Assembly than that which character.
ised its proceedings during last session,
The spirit of compromise which has evi-
dently pervaded members generally is
very welcome. ‘The manner in which we
fought during the last two sessions was
' scarcely creditable to the House.

E Mgr. Jacosy: Blame the Government
side.
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Mz. YELVERTON : I blame both
sides ; but more especially, of course, the
opposite side. 'While on this point I wish
to sy that I hope the attitude of Oppo-
sitton members will not be one of factions
opposition. I can promise the Premier
and his colleagues that the attitude of
the Opposition will be vigilant—[Mr. F.
Conwor : And effective] —and one in
which we shall hold ourselves open to
criticise fully all Ministerial actions.
With the member for East Kimberley, I
hope the Opposition will be effective;
and personally T have no doubt it will ba.
The present position of parties is not
conducive to good party government, It
would be to the public advantage if the
party line were more definitely drawn,
if the division were more clearly cut. I
trust, however, that during this seasion
we shall be able to de good work, not
only for our constituencies, but for the
country generally.

M=r. W. D. JOHNSON (Ealgoorlie) :
At the outset I desire to express my con-
currence in the views advanced by the
member for Cue (Mr. Tllingworth) as to
the necessity for various parties m thig
Chamber. TUnlike the Premier, I do
not believe in the desirability of hav-
ing one united party endeavouring to
advance the State. I believe that the
best interests of the country will be
served by the existence of two parties, one
of them in direct Opposition. Every one
must realise that so far as this debate
hag gone it has not disclosed the existence
of an Opposition. Tt is true that the
party with which I am associated claims
to be the real Opposition party. [Mke.
F. Connor: How about the voting last
session ?] We have had a few divisions,
and it has been found that when the
Labour party is on the verge of snccess
the so-called Opposition comes over to
help the Government. My view of the
party which claims to constitute the
Opposition is that it is a Government
reserve party. [MR.F.Conwor: Like you
were last session.] Opposition members
watch closely how things are going in a
division, and should the Government be
at all in danger, Opposition members rush
over to save the situation.
Labour party, no Opposition party now
exists in the House. The member for
North Murchison (Mr. Holman) referred

Besides the . ship, I understvod. The Opposition leader
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the effect that the hon. gentleman looked
on all those sitting on this (Government)
side of the House as supporters of his
Ministry., I and others sitting on the
Labhour bench did not hear that remark
made. [Tae Premier: Inever made it.]
But if it was made, members generally
must realise how ridiculous the statement
is. [Tre PremiEr: Hear, hear.] Lethon.
members consider the attitude taken by
the Labour party during last seesion, and
they must realise that Labour members
were reatly wore in Opposition to the
Government than were the so-called Oppo-
sition members, [M=.Conwor: Why do
you sit on the Government, side?] Because
we are an independent party, and can sit
where we like on the back benches. We
can oppuse the Government if it suits us
to do so. The fact remains, however,
that in the divisions of last session
the Labour party voted more frequently
against the Governwent than did the
go-called Opposition. In the face of
that circumstance, how ridiculous would
it be for the Premier to make the
statement attributed to him by the mem-
ber for North Murchison! If the hon.
gentleman made it, he must be asked to
bear in mind that the Labour party does
not form portion of the Ministerial party.
Labour members constitute an indepen-
dent party, and they vote according to
their lights. Tf Government proposals
are good, they receive the support of
Labour members ; ou the other hand, if
Opposition proposals are good we support
those. We are neither part of the Gov-
ernment nor part of the Opposition.

Mg. JacoBy: You must have had a
row lately. Why did you fall out?

Mz. JOHNSON: As for the Speech,
I with members on this (Labour) bench
am distinctly dissatisfied. I was dis-
appointed when I heard the Speech ; and
I was at a loss to understand how one
who, like the Premier, claims to be a
patriotic West Australian, could put for-
ward such a policy. For some time I
could not understand it; but after hear-
ing the Premier’s congratulutory refer-
ences to the member for West Kimberley

* on his accession to the Opposition leader-

wag deseribed by the Premier as leader of
the stugnation party.
Toe Prexrer: No; I did not say

to an alleged utterance of the Premier, to | that,
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Me. JOHNSON: That is what I !

understood the Premier’s utterances to !
convey, and T think the member for J
West Kimberley took a similar view.
Immediately on the Premier making
that wutterance, I began to understand
how he came to recommend His Ex.
cellency the Governor to deliver such a
Speech. The hon. gentleman throwsin a
few railways to satisefy his immediate
supporters, and to satisfy the members
whom he describes as a party of stagna.-
tion he practically leaves the country
standing still. Se he secures the sup-
port of the staguation party. The first
paragraph of the Speech which I shall
touch on is one that has caused a good
deal of discussion. It refers to the
endeavour to secure closer trade relutions
between the various parts of the Empire.
With other mewmbers, I consider this
rather a Federzl matter, a question more
for the Commonwealth Parliament than
for us. If it is a question in respect of
which the State should support the Com-
monwealth, I maintain that it is advis-
able for us to wait until we hear more
about the proposal. At present, we have
merely the bald statement without details,
and we do not know exactly what the
proposal means; indeaed, I claim that no
one can say exactly what Mr. Chamber-
lain’s proposal involves. An interesting
feature of the matter to me is that the
hard, old, crusted conservative element
we have in this House should be unani-
moug in support of the proposal. We
have heard the conservative members, one
after another, support the proposal. All
of them have claimed that closer trade
relations are desirable because—and on
this they laid stress—such relations
would protect them, the prodocers,
against the competition of foreign coun-
tries. When, however, Labour repre-
sentatives in this House ask the conser-
vative members to assist in protecting
the workers against foreign labour, the
question is a different one altogether.
The fact is not a little remarkable that
the closer-trade-relations scheme is so
glorious because it is to protees the pro-
ducers against foreign competition, while a
similar scheme is absolutely wrong when
the Labour party asks for protection of
the working man againet the com-
petition of foreign labour. I claim that if
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protection is good for the producer, it is
equally good for the worker,

Tre PrEmirr: How do you apply
this argument? We have no power to
dea! with the relations at all.

Mr. JOHNSON: True, we have no
power; but hon. members will bear in
mind that the Labour party during last
session brought down a motion request-
ing the House to call on the Federal
Government to administer the Alien Re-
striction Act a little more stringently ;
and we find the hard, old, crusted
conservatives who opposed that metion
supporting the system of protection
aganst foreign competition when the
question comes close home to them.
‘We esired the House to support us on
that ovecasion, to ask the Federal Parlia-
ment to enforce to the fullest extent the
Act they had passed; but the House
denied us that, and we find to-day that
foreign labour is coming into the State
alntost as Freely as it did before that Act
was heard of.

Tar PeeMier: Do you serionsly con-
tend that we ought to keep out every man
who is not a Britisher ?

Mg. JOHNSON : No, I do not; but T
contend that hundreds of those coming in
at present are undesirable, and that the
workers should be protected against this
foreign competition. The next question
which faces us in the Speech is that of
the Tranacontinental Railway. I think
with the member from Cue (Mr. Illing-
worth) that this is not a question which
we can discuss this session at any great
length. True, it is a great question, and
one in which every West Australian should
take a deep interest; but we must realise
that it is at present far removed from us,
and that the time has not arrived when
we should take steps towards buoilding
any portion of that line. I believe that
more agitation, or as the Premier puts
it more bustling, is necessary in thia
State before the Federal Parlinment will
seriously consider its construction. How-
ever, I desire to say I am an ardent sup-
porter of the Transcontinental Railway,
and to contradict the impression that hus
got abroad that the goldfields people are
opposed to it. I claim to have a little
knowledge of their opinions, and am con-
vinced that the large majority, almost the
whole of them, are ardent supporters
of the railway, Coming to the Btate rail-
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ways, I wish to support the proposal for the
extension of the northern line to Laverton.
I believe that centre hasjustified the propo-
gition. As to the other lines, I desire
more information before expressing an
opinion; but evidently we shall get
more information as to these lines from
the advocates of the rival routes. There
being many differences of opinion as to
both railways, no doubt when the Bills
are brooght in we shall have the facts
placed before us, Meanwhile I desire to
say that any line which will open up
agricultural lands und improve the agri-
cultural industry shall have my hearty
support; but at the same time I agree
with the contention of the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), in saying that
when any Government line opens up and
improves & private estate, the country
should get some share of the enhamnced
valae thus created, I think it wrong
that we should build a line through any
private estate, though I am nof in a
position to say whether this is being done
to any great extent. If it is, the public
should get some compensation for en-
hancing the value of the private property.

Tae Premier: The betterment prin.
viple wag discussed last yearin the Upper
House.

Mz. JOHNSON : Well, it will be dis-
cussed again when those Railway Bills are
brought before us. Before leaving the
railways, I may say that if half of what
T have read is true,the Government shonld
build the Port Hedland Railway. I
believe the far North is worthy of their
attention, and that the Government
should at least have brought down a Bill
for the construction of the line for which
the people of that distriet have so long
been agitating.

Tue Premiee: On what do you base
your opinion ?

Me. JOHNSON : On what I have read
in the newspapers; and I say if half of it
ig true, the building of that line is justified.
I understand it will open up valuable
auriferous country; and if it does, the
railway is one which it 48 the duty of
the Government to build. However, I
admit T bave never been there, and I
do not know the country; but after
reading of it, and listening to the
atterances of members who have visited
the territory, I believe the Glovernment
are not paying sufficient attention to that
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portion of Western Australia. Anyway,
the Government are taking a consider-
able time to make up their minds on the
subject. However, I am pleased to hear
that they intend to get a report, and
serigusly to consider the gquestion of
building the line. And if the report
bears out the contention of the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), and many
other members who have spoken on this
question, the live certainly should be
built. T was inclined to support the
improvements to the Bunbury barbour,
until I heard the utterances of the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr, Yelverton), He
frightened me when he told us just now
the distance over which the breakwater
should be extended. However, there is
one phage of this project to which I wish
to draw the attention of the members for
Fremantle. 'We know that the policy of
those members and the people of Fre-
mantle is centralisation; they believe
that all imports and exports should go
through Fremantle; and T cannot under-
stand how it is that the Fremantle
representatives, whose one and only
policy is centralisation, allow such pro-
posals as this to be passed. I desive to
warn the people of Fremantle against
this thin end of the wedge which the
Government are introducing to smash up
the Fremantle policy of centralisation;
and T trust those representatives will
awake before it is too late. However, to
be serious, I cougratulate the Govern-
ment on the proposal to open up the
natural ports. I believe that Bunbury
should be opened up, and at the same
time there 18 one other port of far
greater importance than Bunbury, wod of
importance to a greater number of people
—1I refer to the port of Esperance. That
should be opened up; and when I advo-
cute that all natural ports should be
opened up to give each sgection of
the people its natural port, I cannot
consistently oppose the extension of this
Bunbury breakwater. I believe it is
desiruble that the harbour should be
extended, and at the same time that the
Government should persevere in breaking
up the centralisation policy by starting
to open up the Esperznce harbour also.

Tee Treasuvrer: Would you decen-
tralise Kalgoorlie ?

Me. JOHNSON: Certainly, if that is
to the best interests of the State.
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Tae TreasURER: Some places cannot
help being centres.

Me. JOHNSON : I am sorry the mem-
ber for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) is not
present; but I must take exception to
some of his utterances. His speech
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would lead members to believe that the
wining industry is not flourishing, Now |

those of us who take an uctive interest in
that industry know that it is flourishing;
and those who will read the report of the
Under Secretary for Mines will find that
mining is in a healthy condition, ani that
the hon. member’s statements are entirely
unfounded One of his misrepresentations
was that for the last 12 months there
had been an increase of only 725 men on
the mines.

The report of the Under

Secretary, page 25, cleurly shows that -

there was an 1oncrease of 1,070 men. The
member for Dundas neglected to point
out that last year the gold-mining divi-
dends also had considerably increased,

that the cost of mining operations |

had greatly and geperally decreased,
that mining developments bad increased,
that more mines were opened up,
and that wages generally had not
increased. The hon. member, in his
desire to cast reflections on the working
of the Arbitration Court and or the
actions of the Labour party, tried to
show that the mining industry was not
flourishing because of the policy pursued
by this party and the decisions of the
Arbitration Court. If the hon. member
would only look up the report of the
Mines Department—and he will excuse
me if T take that report as more reliable
than his statements—he would find that
all save five of the least important centres
out of 19 are flourishing, and have in-
creased all round. One little remark he
dropped looked to me slightly inconsistent.
He aaid that the Norseman field never
looked better. No doubt he made that
remark to aid the cause of the Esperance
line. But it is remarkable that before
the Arbitration Court, when the workers
appealed for a vetention of the ruling
rate of wages, the whole of the evidence,
given on oath, tended to prove that the
Norseman field was not flourishing ; and
the miners’ wages there were based on
that evidence. The President of the
court, in delivering the award, pointed
out that were the wages asked for by the
miners granted, there would be no mining

Sicth duy.

industry in Norseman; yet the member
for that centre desires us to believe that
Norseman is in a flourishing condition.
In that particelar I hope heis right. I
take exception to the hon. member
making out that the mining industry is
flourishing in Norseman, while the mine
managers who appeared hefore the
Arbitration Court say on oath that it is
not flourishing, and that should the
workers obtain the wage for which they
ask, there will be no mining in Norsemaan.
But we recollect that 1he hon. member
used the same arguments last session
when we were discussing the Dividend
Duty Bill. He then said that if the
Bill was carried it would practically ruin
the mining industry.

Mz. Teomas: I never said anything of
the sort.

Mz, JOHNSON: Wel), if he did not
use those exact words, he inferred that
the mining industry could not carry this
tax if it was imposed. [Mr. THOMAB:
Never.] Yet we find that the Bill was
passed ; and the Treasurer, be it said to
his eredit, has shown no mercy in collect-
ing the tax. Yet in spite of the tax the
industry is flourishing. The hon. mem-
ber is trying to use the same argument to
cast a reflection on the working of the
Arbitration Court.

Mr. Taomas; I never reflected for one
moment on the Arbitration Court. Either
you are very dull of comprehension, or
you are wilfully misrepresenting me.

Me. JOHNSON: It is difficult at
times to follow the hon. member; but T
believe the other members on this Labour
bench understood him to cagt a reflection
on the legislation advocated by this party,
and on the working of the Court of
Arbitration. The hon. member repudiated
the right of the Labour party to a
monopoly of the democratic element, yet
we find that last session the hon. member
was not as democratic as he claims. I
desire to say, if the hon. member will only
practise what he preached the other
night—and he will have an opportunity
given him shortly in the session to prove
his democracy—I will be the first to con-
tradict anyone I may meet in the street
who may refer to the hon. member as
the member for the Esperance line: I
will tell them that he is the hon. member
for demoeracy.
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Mz. Tavror: I thought it was the
Dividend Duty Bill.

Mr. JOHNSON : I desire also to refer
to the remarks of the member for the
Williams who spoke of the increase which
is proposed by the Government in the
railway rates, T agree with that member
that the last decrease in the railway rates
to the goldfields was practically of no
use to the consumers. The position is
this: the Government in decreasing the
rates took off a pound or two a ton from
flour ; but that did not decrease the price
of a loaf of bread. The consumer gets
no advantage from the decrease. I com-
mend the utterances of the member for
the Williams to the Minister for Rail-
ways when considering the rates not to
decrease the rates so as to improve the
position of the producer or middleman,
bul to reduce the rates so that the
condition of the consumer on the fielda
will be improved. This can be done,
as the member for the Williams pointed
out, by traneferring certain goods from
one class to another. I desire also
to refer the Premier to the remarks
of the member for the Williams in
connection with differential rates. For
years on the fields the people have been
crying out about the diffevential rates,
yet we find the member for the Williams
telling us they are practieally useless, no
good to the Government and no good to
the producers on the coast. The hon.
member pointed out that had he remained
in office Jonger—or rather he regretted
the fact that he had not while in
office struck out the differential rates.
I hope the Premier will do something
during the session in connection with
those rates. We find the Chamber of
Cowminerce, in a report which has been
circulated amongst members, and I hope
members will read i, take strong excep-
tion to the differential rates. The
people generally are supporting the
Chamber of Commerce in their conten-
tion, and I hope the Government will see
their way clear to strike these rates from
the rate book at the earliest possible
moment. I desire to congratulate the
Minister for Works on the eompletion of
the Goldfields Water Scheme, and on
the energy he displayed in the com-
pletion of that scheme. I would like to
see the Minister for Works display the
same energy in clearing up the archi-
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tectural division of his department. I
am strongly of opinion that the people of
the country are not getting justice from
this department. The public purse is
not being safeguarded under the present
adminigtration of this department, and I
hope to ses the Minister for Works do
something in the way of inquiring into
the working of this branch, with a
view of giving us something better than
we are getting now. Anyone with n
practical eye, or anyone who desires to
see how the affairs of the department are
carried on, need only walk through the
new Law Courts, or go and see the work
being carried on at the new Parliament
Houses. I say it is a disgrace to the
public that we have such work put into
our buildings. The specifications ave
good enough, and when a contractor
tenders to do that work, he tenders to do
good work. I contend it is due to
faulty supervision that we get a bad
class of work m our public buildings.
It is a mabter that the Minister for
Works should look into. I understand
be is inquiring into the matter, and I
hope he will do something, and give us
more for our money in connection with
this branch of his department. T desire
to congratulate the Minister for Mines
on pushing forward with the School of
Mines in the main centre of the pold-
fields: I refer to Kalgoorlie. I hope
when a portion of that building is ready,
the Minister will start a school, and not
wait for the whele of the building to be
finished.

Tee MinisTER ForR MINEs:
will start at the end of August.

Mr. JOHNSON: I am extremely
pleased to hear tbat, because in the past
we have found that the Government bhave
waited until buildings of this nature are
completed, und then it has taken some
months to get the furniture necessary.
In this matter we can congratulate our-
selves that the Minister has decided to
open the school before the whole building -
is finished, and give the young men of
Kalgoorlie an opportunity of improving
their education in connection with mining.
There is one little matter I desire to
draw the attention of members to. A
paragraph appeared in the Morning

Classes

. Herald of to-day quoting an extract from

the Emigrants’ Information Office in

" London. That office claims that there are
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a nuwher of unemployed in Western
Australia, but it goes on to say that there
is 3 good demand for femnle domestic
servants. I claim there is not a good
demand for female domestic servants in
this State. Tt is true that & number of
people in Western Australia claim they
cannot get female domestic servants.

Mg, Hasme: Because they won't pay
them.

Me. JOHNSON : Simply because, as
the member for Kanowna. says, they will
not pay them. During the last week or
so I have been making inquiries in this
direction, because for some considerable
time I have heard numercus complaints
about the system of employment and the
rate of wages paid to the poor unfor-
tunate domestic servants. I have found
by my inquiries that 15s. a week is con-
sidered a high rate of wage for domestic
servants in Perth. That is absolutely
tree. I know this, and T will give hon.
members names if they wish them. Some
of those persons who are looked npon as
the aristocracy of Perth, who fly about
in their carriages, hold “ at homes* every
week, and whose names figure in the
newspapers ags being guests at Govern-
ment House, and so forth, are the people
who pay 15s. a week and consider it is
a high wage for domestic servants. What
is the ruling rate of wage ? What is the
customary wage paid or offered to the poor
unfortunate girls in Perth? The custom-
ary wage offered at present is Bs. a week.
That is absolutely true. I claim that no
girl can possibly live on such a wage.
Even 15s. a week is not sufficient to keep
a girl; she can hardly exist on it. Vet
we find even 15s. a week considered too
high by some of the gentry of Perth, and
they offer girls 8s. a week. In the face
of that we find the Information Office in
London stating that there is a good
demand for female domestic servants in
this State at the present time. I con-
tradict this, apd say that there is no
demand for girls who expect to get a
living wage. Girls must live on their
parents, or be assisted by their parents,
to subsidise this paltry 8s. a week that 1s
paid by the aristocracy in Perth. There
18 1o demand for domestic servants who
expect to get a good wage in this State.
In conclusion, I desire to say, while I am
disappointed with the Speech generally,
at the same time I realise there are
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several measures that we can all con-
gratulate ourselves are to be re-introduced
this session. I refer to counstitntional
reform, electoral reform, and the Shops
and Factories Bill; but, at the same
time, we must realise these were portions
of the policy of last session. These Bills
should have been passed last session,
and I desire to say this session I will be
no party to a compromise in connection
with these Bills. The Labour party
compromised last session in order to
meet the Legislative Council, and we
gave way on certain points in order to
get the Bills passed; but this session I
ghall not agree to any compromise. I
shull go for the measure that I think is
desired by tha people of this State,
and not a measure that is desired by
those who sit in another place. I am
disappointed in the Bills that bave
been placed betore us, especially the
Bill in connection with constitutional
reform. I expected to see something
better now that the member for Boulder
is included in the Ministry. I did think
—and members will recollect that the
member for Boulder fought very hard
against the measure of last session—
that the Minister for Lands would have
some influence with his colleagues, and
that we should have a measure based
more on a population basis. But the fact
remaing, althongh the member for Boulder
is included in the Ministry, we have a
wmeasure almost identical with that intro.
duced last session.

Tur MinisTer FOR Lanps: Have you
read it P

Me. JOHNSON: The influence of the
wember for Boulder is evidently not felt
in this direction in the Ministry. I desire
to thank the House for the patient hear-
iog it has given wme, and I hope the
Opposition will take an active interest
and will agsist the Labour party in criti-
cising the Government, so as to keep the
Grovernment on the proper track.

Me. @& TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
I have no desire to speak at length on
the Address-in-Reply, but I must con-
gratulate the member for Kalgoorlie on
the way he has described the position of
parties in this Chamber, also for the way
he has described the position of the
Tabour party. It is only the position
which I sought to place that pariy in
in December, 1901. At that time I held
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the position which the hon. mewmber
pointed out, I hope that whatever I may
say will not be taken as being hostile to
the party of which I am a member, the
Tabour party. I eaid then that the
Labour party in this Cbamber should
hold an independent position, and on
every occasion they should assert the
strength of the party; but uofortunately
I was alone in thut belief. I am sorry
to say I think our party has stuck too
long to the Governmeat. There was a
tine in this Chamber when the Labour
purty almost beld the balance of power.
The present Government can thank the
Labour party for the seats they now
occupy. I feel confident that when the
late Mr. George Leake first became the
Premier of this State, had the Labour
party not stuck to him as solidly as they
did during the first five months of his
office, the present Government would not
bave been where they are. I supported
that hon. gentleman to give this country
a change of Premier, 1 found that
during the campaign of Mr. Morgans's
Ministry we did not receive what we were
fighting for, and hence I remuined on this
side of the House, and I am sorry that
the rest of the party did not occupy this
bench. Had they done so they would
have occupied a better position in this
Chamber than they do to-night. What
the hon. member for Kalgoorlie says is
practically true. He says there is a con-
spiracy between the Opposition and the
Government on guestions which affect the
Labour party, and we saw them on the
simple divisions which took place count-
ing noses and seeing exactly how things
were going, and when there was a possible
chance of the Government being defeated
they hopped across the floor hike grass-
hoppers.

Mg. Prgorr: What did you do ?

Me. TAYLOR: What did I do? I
hope the hon. member is not going to
accuse me of putting him into that chair.
The hon. member will never accuse me
of being one of a party folowing the
Opposition. I have made my position
clear in this Chamber times out of number.
[Mg. Connor: A party of one] Ttis
hkely to grow larger. With reference to
the leader of the Opposition, of course
from a party point of view I must con-
gratulate him on being appointed to that
position, because when he came down
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here from the North-West atb the same
tine as I entered the Chamber or shortly
afterwards, he came here as the leader
of the black-labour party from the North-
West. Now he is the leader of the
Opposition—{Mg. Dacerisg: Coalition
now]—which will always insure the
support of the Labour party! Any
person who is the leader of a black-
labour party in Australia can always look
for the support of the Labour party! Of
course the hon. member is perfectly satis-
fied that when the Commonwealth was
considering the Alien Restriction Bill
he almost gained the objects he desired.
I will not deal any longer with the mem-
ber for West Kimberley., I would like
to make a few remarks about the portion
of the Governor's Speech dealing with
ruilway extension. 'There has been a lot
of diseussion in this Chamber and in the
papers with reference to day-labour
vergus  the contruct system. We know
that the portion of the railway from
Kalgoorlie to Menzies was constructed by
contract and the portion from Menzies to
Leonora by day labour. The contract
price for 80 miles from Kalgoorlie to
Menzies was £137,1083 some odd. The
stipulated price of the contract for
carrying goods was 6d. a ton, and T have
it ou very good authority that the con.
tractors derived something like £40,600
of profit from the truffic during the
course of construction. The next section
of a similar distance, from Menzies to
Lecnora, was constructed by Govern-
ment day-lebour, which cost I think—
the Minister for Works will put me
right if T am wrong—something over
£204,000, and during the course of
construction the department earmed on
that railway £184,871 sormae odd. 8o
members will see that the line earned,
within something over £19,000, what the
cost of construction was, But of course
we have to deduct the working expenses
of running the Line. T only quote those
figures with the object of showing to the
House that the people on the goldfields
prachically paid for the construction of
their line before it was handed over to
the existing railway lines. I think that
has obtained all the way from Southern
Cross. The Government started to carry
traffic from Menzies to T.eonora at 6d. a
ton. but after a short while they reduced
the amount to 4d., so that they earned
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£184.871, as I said before, at 4d.
Practically most of it was carried at 4d,,
quite half of it, anyhow. They would
have earned considerably more had they
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carried it at 6d., the price stipulated for .

with the contractors. The first section
was by piecework. I am pleased to say
the line is going on to Morgans and
from Morgans to Laverton, I desire to
say u few words with reference to the
educational system of this State. The
paragraph in the Governor's Speech sets
forth that it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to go in for a higher form of
education. I should like to say that
there are many places, especially in the
outlying portions of the goldfields, where
the present system of education is not
sufficiently extended. The Colonial
Secretarv, who is in charge of this
department, iz not in this Chamber, but
during the namber of trips referred to
by the member for East Kimberley
round the North in the Penguin, the
Minister for Mines wag administering
that pentleman’s department. During
that time I presented a petition to him
from one or two of the outlying portions
of the goldfields, making requisitions for
school facilities. T am pleased to say the
Minister for Mines was very sympathetic,
and he told me he would do all he
could to farther school facilities for the
children. The people in one of those
places. Mount Sir Samuel—T only wish
to make this remark so that the House
will know that the people on the
goldfields have a desire to assist them-
selves and edncate their children—where
the population is very small, and where
the number of children of school age was
just under the number or about the
number for which they could claim a
school according to the regulations, pre-
sented a petition to the Colonial Secre-
tary setting fortb the number of children
and what they were prepared to do.
They were prepared to pay £1 a week
towards the upkeep of a teacher; and
they also got permission from the com-
mittes of the miners’ institute or mecha-
nics’ institute to let the children be
taught in that institute free of cost to
the Government.
people are prepared to go that far, the
Government ghould perhaps be prepared
to frane regulations with reference to
their school eystem to assist those people.

I think that when |

|
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The people at Laverton are some 70 or
BO miles from the end of the railway, but
I am glad to say soch will not long be
the case, and a railway to that place is
now in course of construction. They are
in & similar position in reference to school
facilities. I think I should say in justice
to the Government a school has been
there for some time—I am not sure of
it, but I think so; but through some of
the married people with large families
leaving, the school had to be closed. In
Craiggiemore, two miles from FLaverton,
there are a lot of families requiring a
gchool. The difficulty in regard to the
fields, where two or three bhundred men
are working or a couple of hundred, and
where the workers who are married have
no school facilities for their children, is
that those men are compelled to leave their
wives and families in the Eastern States
or down on the coast, ov leave them where
there are school facilities. A miner up
in that country where it costs him at
least 30s. to live has to keep two homes
out of the wages he receives, He has a
very small margic left to keep himself
on the fields, also his wife and family in
the Eastern States or on the coast, where
they have to live because the children
cannot, get school facilities where he him-
self dwells.

Memeer ;: They are building that
school, are they not ?

Mz. TAYLOR: I think the contractis
let. T was given to understand that such
was the case. but I also heard that the
contract was withdrawn or cancelled and
that the Government were not going to
build it. I spoke to the Colonial Secre-
tary, who told e he wasnotsure; it bad
not come before him; but he thought
the erection of a school was going on at
Laverton. I did not speak to the Minis-
ter for Works on the subject, or be might
bhave been able to inform me. [THE
MivisteEr ror Works: It is going on.]
I only desire to say it is necessary the
Government shounld assist outlying places
with school facilities. I know numbers
of men up in my district, which is one of
the moast outlying electorates in the State,
who are compelled to keep their wives and
families in the Eastern States or on the
coast, not being able to have them on the
fields, where they would have them if
school facilities existed there. I shall
not speak at length, but I desire to make
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a few remarks with reference to what a
certain hon. member said during this
debate, which it is my duty as a repre-

contradict, because (o my mind the
position has not been represented truly.
The member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes) in his speech a few nights
ago referred to the Arbitration Act as
being almost a failure. He was perfectly
justified in telling this Chamber that, if
he thought it; but he went farther and
pointed out that the measure only opened
the way for agitators to go among the
workers and cite cases for the Arbitration
Court. Now, that comes very badly
from the member for Hast Fremantle,
taking into consideration that he is a
partner of Holmes Brothers and Co.,
butchers, who were recently cited before
the Arbitration Court. While the mem-
ber for East Fremantle thought his
firm perfectly justified in being repre-
sented at the Court, he tried to withhold
that privilege from the workers. As a
matter of fact, the hon. gentleman was
not speaking quite truthfully about the
position. Oue need only refer to the
newspapers to learn that when the
butchers formed their union with a view
to making better terms and arriving at
an understanding with their employers
in Perth and Fremautle, their secretary
wrote to the various butchering firms and
asked them to join in a conference to
decide on fixed rates of wages and
fised hours, and geverally to determine
the conditions of work. I am pleased to
say that every, or nearly every, butcher
of Perth and Fremantle turned up at
that conference, Holmes Bros. being the
only firm which refused to attend. Holmes
Bros, being alarge firm, and apparently
possessing a certain controlling in-
finence over the butchering trade of Perth
and Fremantle, the other butchers would
not, in their absence, make any agree-
ment with the employees.  Accordingly,
nothing remained for the union bhut to
cite o case belore the Conciliation Board.
That course being adopted, the employers,
led by Holmes Bros., ewployed a wan
who 15 not a legal practitioner of Western
Australia, but who I believe has practised
in another State, to conduct their case.
They wourld not have the matter tried by
the Conciliation Board. The representa-
tive of all the butchering firms of Perth
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' and Frewantle, of which Mr. Holmes is
! practically the head—I refer not to the

, member himself, but to one of his brothers
sentative of Lubour in this Chamber to :

—foreed the employees to the Arbitration
Court. Wow, such being the position,
plainly 'if there iz any agitator in the
matter, the agitator is Holmes Bros’
firm, and not the secretary of the working
butchers’ union. I have the following
information from the president of the
association and its secretary. It shows
how generous employers are. Everyhon.
member knows iny opinion of the average
employers. T havenot worked all my life
for employers in various kinds of labour
without learning to know the gentlemen
well. Generally speaking, they are Shy-
locks, wanting their pound of flesh. The
president of the association worked for
three or four years with Holmes Bros.
as manager of their William-street shop,
receiving a wage of £2 15s. per weelk. He
now holds letters from the firm setting
forth his good conduct, his satisfactory
management, and his splendid workman-

. ship. Beinga good workman, an energetic

man, and well liked among his fellow
unionists, and taking ap interest in the
welfare of his fellows, he became presi-
dent of their union. What was the
result ?  After a meeting, at which he
ns president stepped from the chair to
move & motion dealing with the question
of bettering the condition of the butchers,
Holmmes Bros. dismissed him. A member
of the firm walked into the shop and told
him to consider himself dismissed and
his wages cancelled. Fortunately for
himsgelf, the man had only two days’
work in., However, he has not received
the money for that work; at any
rate, not up te the time when the member
for East Fremantle spoke in this
Chamber two nights ago. It that is a
fair way to treat a man who is competent
to manage a business, to have charge of
the shop and the meat, upon whom the
question of profit or loss depends, what
treatment can be expected by the man
who runs the cart? I suppose an
employer whe would act so towards his
manager would, if he had the power,
hang by the neck the man in the more
hamble position if he attempted to speak
for his rights. The secretary of the

. union was also working for Holmes

Bros., the firm of which the member for -
East Fremantle is partner and brother.
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The other night he said to me, when I -
interjected, that he had done more for
labour than I bad done. I did not know :
at that time that the firm had sacked a
man and had not paid him wages due. 1

have never doune that for fabour; so the

hon. member must have been speaking
from his own point of view. Had Y
known of the case, I should certainly
have told the hon. member: “ Quite true.
I have never dome such a thing for
labour as to dismiss a man arbitrarily,
und without reason to refuse him his
wages.” I do not know any other firm
of butchers which has done the same
thing. If the president and secretary of
that society had known of any other men
dismissed for taking a prominent part in
the union, I suppose they would have
told me. The member for East TFre-
mantle belongs to a firm known in this
city and at the port as the most exucting
firm of butchers on the whole of the
coast.

Mer. Higram: Business men.

Mz. TAYLOR : Yes; business men.
Now, I desire to contradict a state-
ment which has been made by the
Dean of Perth, a gentleman in rather a
high position. What the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) said in his speech
with regard fo
Gwalia was the outcome of what he had
read 'n the West Australian concerning
a meeting held in St. George’s Hall. I
shall read the report, so that T may not
misrepresent the gentleman who wmade
the remarks.

Mz. Dacrsm: 1 did not get my
information from that quarter.

Mr. TAYLOR : I thought you might
have got it from the newspapers. The
West Australian says:—

Speaking on Thursday night at St. George’s !

Hall on the subject of State control of the
liquor traffic, the Dean of Perth made reference
to the State hotel recently opened at Gwalia,
Tt is needless for me to say that Gwalia
is in the electorate 1 represent. The
report continnes :—

He said that the Government, when starting

the establishment, had actually intended to

pay the manager placed in charge a commis-
sion on sales.

I mnay claim to have had a good deal to
do with the establishment of the State
hotel, and that assertion 1 can flutly
contradict, because T know thut it was |
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never contemplited, when the Grovern-
ment decided upon building the hotel, to
allow the management a commission on
the sale of liquor. The Government
never contemplated any such thing as
to kold ont any inducement to the person
in charge to encourage the consuwnption
of liquor. The desire on the part of the
Premier was that the people of Gwalia
should be supplied with an hotel. There
had been repeated applications during
three years for the grant of a license at
Gwalia. As the license was very valuable
I was of opinion that the State should
derive the benefit; the people of Gwalia
having created the value, I considered
that no private person should be per-
mitted to appropriate the unearned
meretent. The Premier pointed out
that the wan first placed in charge of
this hotel ought to be paid a salary,
so that the hotel might be managed
on the best lines and the best liquors
might be supplied to customers. Now I
will read farther:—

Those who advocated State manegement
desired the limitations on the lignor trade to
be strictly enforced, and those responsible to
discourage rather than encourage the cutput
and have no personal interest in the amount
of business dome. ‘'The deputation which
waited upon the Minisler for Mines were
fortunately able to dissuade the Government
from giving the manager this inducement to
make the turnover as large a9 possible. That
hotel at Gwalia, whether a sneeess or failure,
was not a specimen of what those who advo-
cated State control desired.

This is all that bears on the matter. I
wish to add that those who informed the
member for Subiaco that special induce-
ments were held out to the people to
drink liguor at the Gwalia hotel spoke
absolutely without knowledge. [THE
Premrer : Hear, hear.] It is well
within the mewmory of the present Premier
that a depunlation from Gwalia came to
Perth some considerable time ago, during
Dr. Jameson’s tenure of the portfolio
of Minister for Tands—u deputation
which I introduced. There was a depu-
tation from the Gwalia people to urge the
Government to grant a suitable block of
land, so that a license might be success-

- fully applied for; and there was another

depotation from the Municipality of
Leonora, distant two miles, headed by the
mayor, to oppose the grant of a license or
the throwing open of Llocks for building
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purposes. I introduced the deputations |
simultaneously to the Minister for Lands; |
and it is on vecord that I pointed out the
posttion at the time and said I hoped that
if a license were required, the Govern-
ment would reserve the necessary land
and build an hotel themselves, and not
leave the matter to private enterprise. I
am pleased that my advice was acted on.
The very man who came down here on
that occasion to apply for a license, the
man who headed the deputation which
urged the Governwment o throw open
blocks at Gwalia so that opportunity
might be afforded of obtaining a licen

there, T met in Perth aweek ago. Tmay
say that I have not seen the State hotel
at Gwalia sinee it has been opened,
though I did see it when it was being
built. T asked the man how the hotel was
doing, and he said, “ It is doing splen-
didly. I never thought it would be such
a success. 1t is the only place in Western
Australia that I know of where a person
can get a good drink, and such treatment
as he should receive in an hotel” The
conversation, I should explain, took place
in Hay-street. *‘The only thing I am
sorry for,” the man added, “is that
the State has not an hotel in this !
street, so that the people of Perth, ,
like the people of Gwalia, might enjoy
the privilege of getting good liguor.”
I have spoken to hotelkeepers in Lecnora,
a distance of two miles away, who con-
tended that the State hotel would ruin
their business, and have had from them
the same rep'y that I had from the
others. I have asked miners who have
come to Perth from Gwalia, and they
have the same thing to say. I am not
one who would stand here to bolster up
any undertaking of the Government or
of anyone else, if I were not doing so on
the strength of the soundest information
1 could get. I have information from
those who were opposed to the project
on the one hand, and from those whom
it was intended to serve; and I find the
same opinion prevailing in both parties.
I kpnow full well that the State hotel
will not oniy bave to combat the Licensed
Victuallers’ Association, but that the
brewers and kindred traders will do every-
thing possible to decry the establishment
of State hotels.  But it 1s beyond doubt,
in my mind, that the day is fast coming

[30 Jouy, 1903.]

when the liquor traffic will be nationalised,
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and the syponer it comes the better. No

one in this State or elsewhere can say

l he ever saw me on a platform or off 1t

advocating temperance, though personally
I drink but little. If people desire to
drink, T think it useless my trying to
persuade them not to. If they get as
much pleasure from drinking as I in
keeping away from it, then I can quite
nnderstand their drinking; so I hope
when I make these remarks with re-
ference to the Grwalia State hotel, people
will not say that I am a drunkard, or a
blue-ribbon man, or a temperance lec-
turer. I say, if a man desires to
drink, it is no use my getting on
the stump to prevent him. The average
man knows his own palate better than
I kuow it. At the same time, T should
like to see happen in thiz State what
happened in Queensland some 17 or 18
yearsago. When trade-nnionism started
in the back country, drinking was very
rife; but I noticed that as unionism pre-
gressed in that country, and the workers
commenced to take an interest in their
country’s politics, a wave of temperance
followed ; and I hope it will follow a
similar awakening in this country. Be-
fore I resume my seat I should like to
uphold the member for North Murchison
(Mr. Holman) and the member for Mt.
Burges (Mr. Reid), who spoke so forcibly
about the bitterness of the Premier and
Attorney General's attitude towards the
registration of trade unions. While I
bave no desire to say anything against
the Registrar of Friendly Societies, I do
say that in my dealings with that gentle-
man I recognised 2 weakness. I say the .
Arbitration Aet requires a strong man to
administer it; and in every action of the
Registrar T could trace the finger-marks
of the Attorney General in reference to
differences of opinion as to what unions
should be registered. T shall not mince
matters one iota. I am confident that
the Premicr was deeply sensible of the
attitnde which he took up. He noticed
the society of which I have heen for a
long time a member, the Workers’
Association ; he noticed in that union a
formidable political foe; he also saw a
young growingunion which was protecting
the same class of labour, and which pro-
claimed that it did not take any‘interest
in politics; so of the two evils the
Premier chose the lesser and assisted one
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union against the other. He assisted
the young rising union in its swaddling
clothes to swamp a society which had
been in existence for seven oreight years,
suecessfully protecting the best interests
of the worker on the goldfields, and which
was practically the only union in this
conntry which returned Labour members
to Parliament at the last election—the
union which found the sinews of war to
fight opponents, and not only that, but
found money to enable men to stump the
country in the interests of the workers
and to assist the Labour candidate who
was standing. In that union the Premier
saw a formidable foe; and he said to
himself : [ have here administering this
Act a weak official, and I will instruct
him how he shall register””  Conse-
quently, the Premier caused a very bad
feeling between those two societies; but
1 am pleased to say that they have
detected their natural enemy, the Premier,
and they are now coming together. This
feeling is more marked in the speeches
delivered from the TLabour bench last
night and to-night than it has ever been
before. The Labour party have trusted
the Government too long; and I am
afraid, us I said before, that the Govern-
ment have left them in the lurch.

Tae Premier: Yet the Government
grow stronger.

Mer. TAYLOR: Yes; since they have
copspired with the Opposition to keep
themselves in power, I should like to
tell the Premier that he would never
have graced that chair as he does to-

night had it not been for the support of |
Not only do I know |

. the Labour party.
the truth of that, but it is known through-
out this country. The man in the street
will tell us that the Labour party made
the present Government; the Labour

party are vesponsible for the administra-

tion of this country, and they know they
are. They have said so last night and
to-night, through two of their members.
As T said, T am not hostile to the Tabour
party, of which 1 am a member; but I
do feel keenly the position of that party.
I say we shonld be an independent party
sitting in this quarter of the House
{back Opposition cross-hench), and then
we should be in a position to utilise our
strengtl, and make it felt in this Par-
liament. But now, since the con-
spiracy, since the angling speech of the
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Premier in the Town Hall—railways
here, public works there, and a harbour
somewhere else—he has captured them.
And by taking the member for Boulder
(Mr. J. M. Hopkins) into the Ministry,
he considers he has captured the gold-
fields; he has captured the southern
farming districts Ly railways, the Fre-
mantle element by the harbour and doek,
and the inhabitants of the South-West
by the breakwater he is about to extend
at Bunbury, reaching from that port to
Esperance, which I believe is the only
plan for making Bunbury a safe harbour.,
I have heard some people sav thal the
present leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Pigott) is determined before all these
docks and breakwaters are built, if he
cannot block their construction in this
Parliament, to bring down frow the Nor’-
West his black pearl-divers to dive under
the Fremantle Harbour Works and pull
them under the sea. He feels very sore
on the point.

Tue PreEMier: He is very thorough.

Me, TAYLOR : Yes; in that be differs
from the Premier. I think it is now
useless for parties to rally in this
Chamber. For existing conditions the
only remedy I see is an appeal to the
country; and I feel satisfied it is the
desire of hon. members to allow this
Parliament to run its three years. Mem-
bers know wmy opinion on that matter,
and 1 should like to see the Parliament
of any country dissolved when I do not
think it truly represents the wishes of
the electors. '

Toe Premier: The Opposition always
thinks that.

Me. TAYLOR: But I am not in
Opposition. T heard the Premier accuse
the member for Dundas of ingratitude,
After what we Labour members have
done for the Premier, he is showing
ingratitude in muking such remarks as
that. With reference to the member for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas), he was of the
same opinion as the member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes), that the mem-
bers of the Labour party had no right to
appear before the Arbitration Court to
champion the cause of the worker ayainst
the employer. Now I hold that a
Labour member of Parliament is the
proper mnan to represent the workers in
that Court. If be has been a working man
he knows the technical terms employed,
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and he is perfectly justified in defending
the cause of the workers before the
Arbitration Court, in this Parliament or
in uny other part of the State. I recog-
nise that I am not perbaps so able as
some members of unions, but I have
always done my best to represent them,
and shall continue to do so. But what
of the member for Dundas, who came
into this Chamber last session when the
Dividend Duties Bill was before ue in
Committee, and the Premier would pot
allow a certain clause to be inserted ?
The hon. member walked in and stone.
walled the Bill for practically 20 bours,
a8 o direct representative of the Chamber
of Mines and the Chamber of Commerce.
I can almost hear his wails yet about the
enormous amount of eapital which the
measnre would drive out of the country.
I have since seen the Treasurer smile at
the enormous sum which the passing of
that Bill has brought into the Treasury.
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making a tardy repentance. I sympa-
thise with the members on the Labour
benches at the manner im which in
previous sessions they have lost and
misused their opportunities. Apgain and
again when a direct attack has been
wade upon the gentlemen occupying the
Treasury bench, again and again the
Labour members have had an oppor-
tunity, not of talking, not of attacking
the Grovernment by word of mouth, but of
attacking the Grovernment by their votes
in divisions when it would have been pos-
sible to have driven the Government out of
office. When the critical instant came
and the opportunity was before them, an
opportunity of which they might have
availed themselves, they hesitated to use
it; and now, on the eve of a political
dissolution, at a time when they bave to
goto * face their maker,” at a time when
they have to give a record of their

© actions, they begin to discover that they

The member for Dundas taiks of Labour

members representing classes in this
Chamber, when there is no member who
so definitely represents a class as the
member for Dundas. He 1s perfectly
justified in doing so; and all T am sorry
for is that he has a monopoly of it. I
should like to see the Labour members
here representing the clags to which they

belong, and which sent them here, justas .
vigorously as the wmember for Dundas ;

represents his class. While I am here I
will endeavour to represent the workers
as well as I can, though I may not be so
well able to do that as is the wember for
Dundas to represent those who sent him
to this Chamber. And I think when
that hon. member represents such a class,
his accusations against others of repre-
senting classes come from him with a
very bad grace. I thank the House for
a. patient hearing.

Me. J. L. NANSON {(Murchison): |

Au apology is almost necessary, sir, for
rising to address members at the fag-end
of so long and exhaustive a debute. I
ghall, however, at once 1elieve the ninds
of members by telling them that it is not
wy intention to deul with the Governor's
. Speech clause by clause and item by item.
I should like, however, in passing to
express my gratification that the Labour
party have at length seen the error of
their ways, aund are now, at the eleventh
hour, on the eve of & general election,

have made a mistuke with this Govern-
ntent they have helped to keep in office;
they find that the Government is the
strongest foe they possess in the House,
and is their sworn and devoted antago-
nist. Repentance, even if it comes late
—a death-bed repentance is better than
no repentance at all.

Mr. Baru: That is why you repented.

Mr. NANSON: I have yet to learm
that I have repented. T have yet to learn,
for any utterance I have made in the
House, I need any repentance. The
attack of the members of the Labour
party to-night reminds me of the
Chinese methods of warfare. Members
will no doubt understand what I mean.
When a Chinese army goes into action,
there is great waving of banners, there is
& great beating of drums, the tom-toms
gound loudly, there is a medley and a
wonderfol assortnent of noise and cries;
but when you look for blows, when you
look for some hard hitting, when you
look for something to follow all this
noise, you find nothing at all. There is
no blood shed; thereis no result; there
are no wounded men: the engagement
ends as it began, with words, words,
words, and the beating of the political
tom-tom, and nothing else. We in this
House know the official exponents of
Labour practically for what they are
worth. 1 am not atiacking the Labour
men as 4 whole outside the House, but I
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am attacking the men who are false to
their trust as exponents of labour prin-
ciples and for their attitude and the
manner in which they have acted during
the Jast two sessions of this Parliament.
Some members in the course of this
debate have expressed gratification at the
amiable feeling that now animates this
House. I must say, speaking for myself,
I am not altogether convinced that this
amiable feeling to which reference has
been made is the best sort of feeling to
have here, having regard to the interests
of the country as a whole. We have
members on the Labour bench, or on the
seceding Labour bench—1 refer to the
member for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
and the member for North Murchison
{Mr. Holman) —declaring that a sort of
uoholy compact exists between the Gov-
ernment and the members of the direct
Opposition. I trust nothing of that kind
has happened. It was not very long
since I severed the wore prominent con-
nection I had with the Opposition, and I
should indeed be sorry if in that short
time wmy late colleagues on the direct
Opposition benches have so far fallen
from grace as to make ferms with the
Government; but I confess that the Op-
position would be failing in their duty
altogether if during this session they deal
out too many of the sweet nothings of
political compliment. If T were to com-
pare the two sessions we bave had in
this Parliament with the session which
is predicted as a session of awmiability
and good feeling, I must confess the
segsion to which I look back as the
one in which the most sterling and
honest work was done for the country
was the first session, of which some
hon. members profess to be ashamed.
It was the best scssion we have had
undoubtedly. Perhups it may be that I
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niceties have to be preserved. Better
have hard speaking, better have hot
speaking, better have speaking which
occasionally transgresses the rules of
debate, than have that politeness which
often prevents the due exposure of abuses
and the due udvancement of public
interests. I had not intended to take
part in this debate on the Address-in-
Reply, but on looking at one portion of
the Governor’s Speech, it seemed to me
that an attempt was being made to
interfere in Tmperial politics and express
an opinign in regard to a matter of
Imperial concern, namely that of prefer-
ential trade. The Speech tells us that
“The recent movement in the mother
country for securing closer trade rela-
tions between the various parts of the
Empire has been welcomed in this State
with warm feelings of sympathy und
sincere hopes for its ultimate success.”
That may or may not be so. I am not
aware from what sources the Government
draw their information, but it is an
interesting example of the way in which
public opinion is manufactured in the
country in order to be retailed at home
while Mr. Chamberlain is conducting hia
election campaign. T look forward with
a considerable degree of amusement to
how this will be retsiled when that
election campaigh is going on, how
Western Austrulia is included as strongly
in favour of this preferential treatment,
although T venture to say in this State
most of us have not given very serious
consideration to it. Most of us have not
yet formed a decided opinion on the
matter, and it cannot be said with any
authority that we have any basis upon
which the statement rests that the pro-

. posal has been warmly welcomed.

love a fight; I love a combut more than -

some members of more amiable instinets
do; but I think there is something in
the stern joy of conflict, that there is
something when we feel the lust of battle

beating in our veins, and when we indulge -

in the sharp cut and thrust of debate. I
hope the time will never come in the
Parliament of Western Australia when
for fear of hurting the individual feelings
of mewbers we shall choose our words too
nicely, we shall wrap up abuses and hide

Mz. Dagrise: We do not know what
it is yet.

Mr. NANSON: The member for
Subiaco says we do not know yet what
the propusal is, and I think there is a
great deal of truth in what he says.
However, I have mnot myself given
sufficient consideration to the matter as
to whether T shall support the Govern-
ment in their view of this preferential
proposal or not. My object in rising is
to give the House an opportunity of ex.
pressing an opinion, in the most definite
way possible, on a more important ques-

them in polite vocabulary so that our | tion to Western Australia, and to Aus-
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tralia as a whole, than this question of
preferential trade. I refer to the move-
ment that is going on in South Africa
with a view to introducing into that
country an immense horde of Chinese
labourers ; and in order that there may

[30 Jury, 1903.]

be an expression of opimon from the

House on the subject, I have drufted an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply.
That amendment, 1 may say, has not
been brought forward with any idea of
embarrassing the Government; it has
nol. been brought forward after consulta-
tion with the leader of the Opposition;
bt solely on my own initiative, without
consulting any member of the House
previously. Imention this fact because T
feel confident, from what I know of
the opinions of the Premier, that he
will take this amendment to the Ad-
dress in the sense in which it is
intended. He will not regard it as
implying any want of confidence in his
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and obtaining coloured labour at the
cheap rates to which the mine owuers
considered they were entitled. Mr. Fitz-
patrick, in his book, states :—

In January, 1801, the average wage for
native labourers was £2 2.. per head per
month. In 1893 it had risen to £2 18s. 10d.,
in 1895 to £3 38. 6d. In other South African
States, wages rule from 15s, to 30s. per month;
and the failure to facilitate the introduction
of natives from outside and to protect them

~+ i8 laxgely responsible for the high figures paid
. on the Rand, Unguestionably the ill.wind of

Administration; but he will regard it

as simply supplying a great omission in
the Speech which is likely to go forth to
the mother country, and which is an ex-
pression of opinion in regard to the
question of coloured labour in the Trans-
vaal—an opinion which we in this State,
as§ the greatest gold-producing State in
the Mmpire, are justified in giving. The
amendment I desire to move is to the
following effect :—

That we desire to add that this House views
with grave concern the proposed introduction
of Chinese or other alien coloured labour into
the Transvaal, believing that the interests of
the Empire in South Africa—to maintain
which this State, in common with the rest of
the Commonwealth, has expended blood and
treasure — demand that
labour shouid not be employed in the mining
industry of Bouth Africa.

In submitting this proposal to the House,
it is necessary I should deal as briefly as
possible with the conditions of the labour
problem of the Transvaal.  Several years
back, before the late war had broken out
in that country, the labour question had
become an acuteone. Wefind, in a book
which excited a good deal of attention
when it was published, “ The Transvaal
from Within,” by Mr. J. Percy Fitz-
patrick, published before the war began,
that ong of the greatest cauvses of com-
plaint against the Boer Government was
that they did not assist the mine managers
in Johannesburg in obtaining cheaplabour

imported coloured -

the Boer Government is to blame for the con-
sistent neglect of this growing need of the
mines. If decent protection and facilities
were given, the wage could be reduced to £1
153. per month. The Government has in its
power to give the mines labour at this price;
but, as a matter of fact, there is no desire to
see the lower-grade wines working.

It was said by that small minority, who
at the time of the war were characterised
as pro-Boers, that the war was advocated,
if not undertaken at any rate advocated,
by the mine owners of the Transvaal
largely with the idea of getting cheaper
labour. That view was indignantly scouted
at the time by all of us, who regarded
the war, as far as great Britain was con-
cerned, as being carried on with the idea
of preserving the integrity of the Empire
in South Africa, We must admit it is
disappointing to find, as sooo as the war
is closed, that energetic efforts are being
made by these men to carry out the very
policy of which they complained when
the Boer Government was in power.
Before the war, the natives in the Trans-
vazl who were being ewployed io the
mines were paid at the rate of 1s. 9d.
per day. Since the war that rate has
been reduced to 1s. 2d. This reduction

* 1is estinated to have secured a saving to

the industry of a million sterling per
annum; but at the present time, owmg to
this reduction, there are only 50,000
natives vmployed in the mines, as against
90,000 or 97,000 employed before the
war begun, and as against 150,000 which
it is declared could be emploved if they
were available. It may strike members
as strange that, in a country teeming with
natives as that country is, it should be
difficalt to obtuin sufficient wen to work
in themines. In theneighbouring colony
of Natal there is a population of bhalf a
million ecloured people, as agninst only
50,000 white people, and yet in that
country, so averse are the nabives to
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working with Buropeans that even there

import coolies instead of employing this
half million or a portion of the half
million in this work.

Mr. Picorr: What authority have
you for that ?

Me. NANSON: The authority is a
writer in the Nalional Review for Muy,
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" the wives work for him, and as long
it is found necessary, if not for working '
the mines, for cultivation purposes, to

1903, Mr. F. Drummond Chaplin, joint

manager at Jobannesburg of the Con-
solidated Goldfields of South Africa, Litd.

Mz Preorr: They wish them to be
used in agrienlture.

Mer, NANSON : My point is that there
is any quantity of native labour in South
Africa, but tbat those natives are not
willing to work in the mines at the wage
offered by the mine owners, and it is a
very natural thing that they should not
be willing. Wherever there is a great
demand for labour we find that wages
rise in sympathy with that demand ; and
I do not blame the black man there at all

if, when he finds bis services io great :
demand, he requires somewhat higher .
wages than those mine owners are pre-

pared to give bin.  Another point T wish
to impress upon members is that I should
not have dreamt of bringing forward an
amendment of this kind if wy sole idea
were to interfere with the employment of
the native coloured labour in the Trans-
vaal. I fully recognise that it would be
impertinence on the part of Western
Australia, or of Australia, to attempt to
dictate to the people of South Africa how
the natives within their own borders
should be employed; but when we find
those natives unwilling to work in the
mines because they are evidently content
with their conditions otherwise, we are
perfectly justified, I think, in asserting
that, as 1t is an Imperial question, we
should lhiave some voice in saying whether
a large influx of labour into South Africa
should beallowed. The reason why these
natives will not work in the mines, or
why a sufficient number cannot be
obtuined, iz that their wants being pre-
sumably very easily supplied, they do not
sea the necessity of engaging in what is a
somewhat uupleasaut form of labour.
The average South African native, if he
has a sufficiency of cattle and a sufficiency
of wives, needs nothing else. The cattle
provide bim with the means of sustenance,

as those two conditions are present, as
long as they are prosperous, native men
will not work. One proposal made by the
mine owners is that the natives should
be heavily taxed, so that they would
be compelled to come into the mines and
work for whatever sum the mine owners
maght like to pay them. But the difficulty
in carrying out a policy of ihis kind
is that the native races in South Africa are
so warlike and have advanced so far in
the ruder forms of civilisation that if they
were heavily taxed, danger wounld arise in
Basutoland, and neither the South African
Government nor the British Government
is prepared to tackle a South African war.
They cabnot say what form it would
develop inte, and they do not want a war
of that kind immediately following on
the long struggle which has occurred.
That being the position, the Imperial
Government being unwilling to drive
these natives into the mines, being unwil-
ling to drive them into what, under the
circumstances, would be little better than
a form of slavery, the mine owners are
casting around to see how the difficulty
can be met. Instead of going to ihe
mother ¢ountry, where there is aa abun-
dance of men available, and which has
speat its treasure and the blood of its
people like water in order to maintain the
integrity of the Empire in South Africa,
they have the impudence to ask the
Empire to help them to carry on that
industry with the assistance of something
like 200,000 Chinese labourers. I ask
members to consider what it would
mean to South Africa, and what it would
mean to Australia, if a proposal of this
sort were carried into effect. Unless some
strong and effective protest comes from
Australia—and it has been invited almost
by Mr. Chamberlain—unless some strong

_and effective protest comes from these

States, there is every probability of a horde
of Chinese labour being introduced into
South Africa. Mr. Chamberlain, in speak-
ing on the subject some time ago, pointed
out that if the proposal were acceded to,
or if there were any disposition to accede
to it, it would naturally arouse a consider-
able amount of opposition in the great
colonies and in the mother conntry. The
exact words which he used were these:
“The great colonies and the wmother
eountry wuuld regard a step of this kind
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as retrograde and dangerous.” When
Mr. Chamberloin uses language of that
kind, T think we may regard 1t as being
as nearly as possible a direct invitation

[30 Tvrry, 1903.]

to the people of this State and to the -

people of the other States of Australia to
express officially and in the strongest
definite manner possible their opinion of
this proposal. Surely we have a right to
express ourselves on the subject.
we have a right to give forth our opinions
in no halting fashion, We in Western
Australia in proportion to our population
sept more men to the war than any
other State in Awustralia; as I bhave
already pointed out, we are the great gold-
producing State of the Empire; und we

Surely

therefore have a very direct interest in :

the manner in which the gold-mining
industry is conducted in another portion
of the Empire. We cannot forget that
in regard to the gold-mining industry
South Africa is at the present time our
most formidable competator for the supply
of capital, which is needed equally hers
ag there for the development of our
mining resources; and 1if you have a
tremendous influx of alien and Asiatic
labour on to the Johannesburg fields,
enabling the mines to be worked ata
very much cheaper rate than it is possible
to work them in Western Australia,
where do members think the English
capital which is available for investment
in gold-mining ventures is likely to go?
Is it more lLikely to come to Western
Australia, where we have the white
labour conditions, or to go to South
Africa? [Interjection.] I am not appeal-
ing to the Labour party in this matter,
but I am appealing to the House as u
whole.

I am appealing to them on behalf -

of the great interests of Western Aus- .

traliu, in the interest of the gold-mining
industry on which the prosperity of this
country depends. I venture to say that
if a large influx of Asiatic labour into
South Africa will have the effect of
diverting English and foreign capital
away from our shores to the shores of
South Africa, we are entitled to make
our protest in the most expressive and
public manner possible against this
retarn for the service Australia ren-
dered to the Empire in her hour of
need. I very much doubt if the war
in Sonth Africa would have been ended

even by now if it had not been for
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the assistance given by the Austrulian
States, if it bad not been for the fact
that these States gave military aid of the
very kind required to subdue the Boers,
a kind of military assistance which was
not. forthcoming from the mother country.
That being the position, we have a very
strong claim to the respectful considera-
tion of our statement of the case. If we
look through the English papers at the
present time, it is impossible not to see
that o very definite effort is being made,
and unfortunately a very snceessful effort,
to boom the exploitation of South Afriea
at the expense of Australia. Again and
again in the columns of the London Press
we see wails about the tremendous in-
debtedness of Australia, about over-
borrowing, and about the reckless
methods of Australian government; but
we are never told that in the Transvaal the
indebtedness per head of the white popa-
lation 18 very nearly £300 as against only
£60 per headin Australia. Wearenotiold
this fact, and the investor in England is
not told it; but the investor in England
18 told that unless a very large influx, of
alien labour is allowed in the Transvaal,
that country cannot exist as a market for
English commodities, a8 an opening for
English investment. In Australia we
have, whether for weal or for woe, estab-
lighed and affirmed the principle of a
white Australia; and if that principle is a
good one for Australia it is equally good
for South Africa, at any rate so far as the
introduction of coloured labour is con-
cerned. Of course we recognise that there
is an enormous coloured population in
South Africa already, and, as I have
indicated, it would be absurd for us to
attempt to interfere in any way with that
population; but we are entitled to affirm
that this principle of a white Australia
is applicable to every country in the
Empire where the labour couditions and
the climate are suitable to the employ-
ment of white men. Souner or later there
must be a cleavage between Australia
and the mother country unless this ques-
tion is settled satisfactorily, and in
accordance with Australian ideas and
Australian ideals. It is useless to talk
ubout preferential trade, Imperial federa-
tion, and topics of that kind when we see
this great principle which Australians
have most at heart about to be openly
violated on behalf of the mine owners in



318 Addrees-in-Reply :

[ASSEMBLY.]

the Transvaal and of the large capitalists '

who areinterested iv the minesin that coun-
try. We do not ask much of the mother
country : we do not ask for the guarantee
of a loan of £30,000,000, as was recently
douein the case of the Transvaal: all we
ask is a fair statement of the case in
regard to this country, a fair statement
of our position ; and although the request
is .moderate indeed we have not yet
succeeded in obtaining compliance. One
can scarcely take up an Englich news-
paper, by any mail that arrives from the
mother country, without encountering
statements of the most erroneous and
indeed libellous character in regard to
Australia as a whole and the individual
States of the Commonwealth. Only the
other day I saw an extract from a daily

paper commanding a wide eirculation in -

London, stating : —

Recent anulyses of the various Australian
debtz show that the dead-weight debt, making
all deductions for productive works, iz now as
much per head as the national debt of Eng-
land. . Until great economies are
eifected in the government and administration,
and wntil the extravagant outlay on public
works ceases, the pmspects of the British
investor cannot be coneidered roseate,

That is the attitude whick .is being
adopted towards Australia. A distinctly
different attitude is adopted towards
South Africa. Everything favourable
that can possibly be said is said. The
greater proportion of the British Press is
even endeavouring to secure the intro-
duction of this alien Chinese labour. An
attempt is being made in the magazines,
in the great organs of public opinion, to
create an idea that in South Africa itself
there ia a strong body of opinion in favour
of the introduction of coloured labour.
I believe that, as a matter of fact, nine-

tenths of the Dutch population—that is ! ¥ 1t
. again racial strife in South Africa, and

to say, the native-born population—are
entirely opposed to the change. Just as
we, when the Empire was in danger
in South Afriea, came to its assis-
tance, so now I contend we should in a
matter of this kind, which is so near to
our hearts, go to the assistance of our
Dutch fellow subjects in the Transvaal
and throughout South Africs; and when
I say we should do so I am urging that
not only should we go to their aid but
also to the aid of the British working
population in South Africa. It is also
due to us, it is due to ourselves if we
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accept the principle of a white Australia.
If we believe it to be a good working
plmclple wherever a British community
exists under climatic conditions which
allow of severe physical labour, then
wherever those conditions obtain we owe
a duty 1o lose no occasion of affirming it,
to lose no occasion of protesting against
its Dbeing broken, especially when the
intention is to break it on the huge scale
contemplated in South Africa. I do
therefore appeal to the Premier to give
to this amendment his weighty support.
I appeal to every member of the House,
altogether away from party considera-
tions, also to support it. I ask members
not to look on the matter as one of
Labour policy or of Labour legislation, but
to remember that we stand pledged irre-
vocably to the policy of a white Australia;
and I venture to predict that if we
unanimously pass this amendment to the
Address-in-Reply, we shall see that we
have set the spark to a flame which will
burn all over Australia; we shall see
that our example will be followed in the
Parliament of every State of the Common.
wealth, and not only that, but also in the
Parliament of the Commonwealth itself,
I do not despair that if we get a unani-
moug expression of opinion we shall
gucceed even now, at the eleventh hour,
in defeating this iniquitous project to

+ deprive something like 200,000 of our

fellow white men of their means of
employment in South Afriea, and to in-
troduce in their stead 200,000 alien
Chinese who have no claim on the Empire,
who will do nothing to minister to its
security, who will do nothing to make a
stronger South Africa, but on the con-
trary will be a factor of corruption work-
ing at the heart of the Empire, working
ultimately for its destruction, arousing

leading to calawmities which it is difficult
adequately to conceive. I beg io move
the ameundment.

On motion by Mr. Hieram, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 10-35, the House adjourned until
the vext Tuesday.



